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Bob Cepluch  

Association Startup 
     As the months roll by it is getting closer to our first 87th 

Aerial Port Squadron reunion at the Drawbridge Inn in 

Kentucky.  I'm hoping that all of you are as excited as we, 

the committee, are about meeting and greeting friends from 

the unit.  I can only anticipate the stories and memories from 

over the years that will come from this gathering.  The 

committee is putting in countless hours to make this reunion 

possible.  I know personally that I'm anxious to see members 

from my 21 years with the unit. 

     We need to start anticipating on how many will be 

showing up for the reunion, so our first order of business is 

getting both active and former members signed up with the 

87th APS Association. We realize most 87th APS personnel 

ended their Air Force careers and put that chapter of their 

life behind them.  We are encouraging you to rekindle your 

Air Force life and become a member of the association, 

which is unique from other military affiliations as it is open 

only to the 87th Aerial Port Squadron personnel.  

     It's not necessary that you retired or are currently active 

in the unit.  Some members have switched career fields and 

others ended their careers short of retirement.  We are 

reaching out to all 87th APS members.  We would 

appreciate your intentions of joining the 87th APS 

Association within the next few weeks.  

     With the year coming to an end, we will start preparing 

for Thanksgiving with friends and family, then we have 

Christmas, followed by New Years.  What I'm saying is, 

don't procrastinate in your decision to join.  We are looking 

forward to a warm and successful event in 2010. 

Editor’s Perspective 
These first few member articles are just the beginning of the 

kinds of stories we are expecting to get from you, the 

members of the 87th APSA.  Please write up one of your 

best experiences and send it to us for publication.  This 

newsletter is intended to be the place where you can share 

your stories with all of our fellow members.  There have 

been many members on deployments that have interesting 

stories to share.    As a practical matter, it is best to send in 

your stories by e-mail or by a typed letter, as handwritten 

notes are difficult to read and transcribe. 

 

Next newsletter – Jan 30th, 2010 

     

Send your articles to: 

Tom McVey 

801 Cheltenham Place, Maineville, OH 45039 

e-mail   sail2camp@yahoo.com    Phone 513-377-0472 

 

Dave Ludinich 

Watch out for Flying Rocks 
     Hello fellow 87

th
 APS association members.  I hope this 

newsletter finds you well.  I thought I would tell you a funny 

story I remember from one of my summer camps. 

 

     At the time I was assigned to the 40
th

 MAPS at 

Rickenbacker, ANGB.  We were sent to Incerlick AB 

Turkey for our Annual Tour.  There was an individual there 

at the unit who was a civilian that put tours together on the 

side. Well there were several of us who took this tour and 

we got to see a lot of interesting things.  One that stands out 

in my mind is the Black Sea.  There was a very beautiful sea 

shore where we stopped.  This is where I and some of my 

friends went down to the water’s edge and we began to 

gather some pebbles for souvenirs. 

 

     The friends I am speaking of are Jack Pritt, Fred Poland, 

and Dan Hysell, all of them are practical jokers. 

 

     Well Jack, Fred and I went down to the water’s edge to 

pick up some pebbles as souvenirs.  Fred stood up and 

moved around behind us and while we were busy looking 

into the water we did not pay any attention to what Fred was 

doing.  Well being the prankster he is, he picked up a large 

rock and threw it into the water close to Jack’s head.  In  

doing this, the water splashed onto Jack’s face and glasses.  

Quickly Fred turned and looked up on the cliff where Danny 

was standing and by coincidence he was waving to us.  Fred 

told Jack, that Danny had thrown the rock and boy were we 

lucky that no one got hurt.  While Jack was wiping his face 

and cleaning his glasses Fred kept going on how someone 

could have been killed.  Well you could have imagined the 

look on Danny’s face when Jack approached him on the 

matter.  It was a good thing we were all good friends, for 

this could have had a nasty ending; with Danny not knowing 

what was going on and Fred playing this to the hilt.  Well 

after about an hour of the joke being played, the truth came 

out.  Once again,  I’m glad were all good friends.  We all 

finished out the tour healthy, a bit wiser, and good friends, 

which we are still to this day.   

     This is one of the many stories that being in the Reserves 

has provided to me.  Now that a lot of us are retired from the 

military and we do not keep in contact as we did when we 

were going to UTA’s, the memories are all we have. 

     I have enjoyed sharing this story with you, and I hope 

this story has provided you a few seconds of laughter; and 

brings back memories of your time with Danny, Jack,  Fred, 

and me. 

 

David A. Ludinich 

Retired MSGT, USAFR 
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Harvey Lee Hampton 

First Military Career:  The U.S. 7

Division in Korea, April 1953 to August 1954

(17 months,  9 days.) 

 
     On October 4th, 1952 I joined the U.S. 
Army and was sworn in on October 
then sent to Fort Eustis, Virginia for basic 
training.  After ten weeks of Infantry Basic 
Training, I attended a ten week leadership 
school.  I then returned to my basic training 
company, awaiting further orders.  I
March, the first sergeant called the nine men 
still left in the company. They were looking for 
volunteers: 6 men to go to Korea and 3 men 
to go to Europe. I volunteered to go to Korea.  
After a two week leave, I reported to Camp 
Stoneman in California for processing
five days I was on a ship going to Sasebo, 
Japan. After a few days in Japan, I boarded a 
slow boat going to Korea. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Upon arrival in Korea, I was put on a train 
heading to the front. Believe me, it was no 
picnic riding that train. It must have been fifty 
to sixty years old, and it shook and 
its passengers around. The worst part of the 
ride was not being able to sit on the seat
because I would always slide off the seat
was hoping this was my last train ride in
Korea.  The train dropped us off a
Casey so we could take a shower and get a 
clean set of clothes.    

 

Aerial Port Squadron Association             

 

he U.S. 7th Infantry 

Division in Korea, April 1953 to August 1954 

joined the U.S. 
Army and was sworn in on October 5th. I was 
then sent to Fort Eustis, Virginia for basic 

After ten weeks of Infantry Basic 
Training, I attended a ten week leadership 
school.  I then returned to my basic training 

awaiting further orders.  In early 
called the nine men 

still left in the company. They were looking for 
volunteers: 6 men to go to Korea and 3 men 
to go to Europe. I volunteered to go to Korea.  
After a two week leave, I reported to Camp 

California for processing, and in 
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to sixty years old, and it shook and knocked 
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ble to sit on the seat; 
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off at Camp 

could take a shower and get a 

     A jeep picked me up and took me to my 
company.  My outfit was the 7
Division, 17th infantry Regiment
Company.  Lord, was I proud; this 
something I had wanted to do since my uncle, 
family, and friends were killed in WWII. 
     Charlie Company was in their rest area 
after having been on the front line for a 
couple of weeks.  After a few days,
company returned to the front line.  My first 
night on the line, it rained all night and most 
of the next day. I spent the night standing up 
against the side of a mountain trying to keep 
dry.  The next day the company returned to 
Hill 347 where they had been the previous 
time on the line. Hill 347 was located to the 
rear and to the right of Pork Chop Hill. Old 
BaIdy and T-bone were
Charlie Company would spend time on the 
front line and then return to the rear area 
for a rest, showers, and clean clothes. We 
had parties, played cards, and drank a little 
beer and Kentucky Whiskey.
 

Harvey on R & R in Tokyo, Japan, 1953
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        On the night of July 3rd, 1953 we were 
on Hill 347 and here came the enemy, 
blowing their horns and shooting their 
weapons. The artillery started in on us and 
Pork Chop Hill; this went on all night.  For the 
next five days, the artillery continued and we 
had very heavy fighting on Pork Chop Hill 
with hand to hand combat. 
      On July 9th, Charlie Company's time 
came to assault Pork Chop Hill. We 
assembled at the foot of Hill 347, made sure 
our equipment was ready and we took extra 
ammo.  I was the BAR man. While waiting, 
my best friend passed out from the heat, so 
another  friend and I carried him on a 
stretcher through a dry creek bed for almost 
¾ of a mile to an aid station. When the two of 
us returned to our company we proceeded to 
Pork Chop Hill in PC carriers and were let out 
in a safe area at the foot of the hill.  As we 
continued up Pork Chop Hill, I began to see 
things I never thought I would see. I will not 
tell what I saw because I have PTSD and do 
not wish to bring up the past and rehash them 
again. 
     Anyway, I was wounded on Pork Chop Hill 
and was evacuated to a hospital in Seoul, 
Korea, and then to a hospital on the 
Japanese Island of Kyushu. 

  
Harvey Hampton (left) recovering at the hospital 

 

     After my surgery, I spent three months in 
the hospital before returning to my company 
in Korea. I had just turned 18 years old.  In 
late 1953, HQ and Headquarters Company, 
the intelligence and reconnaissance platoon 
needed volunteers to join them to help guard 

the DMZ to keep an eye on the North 
Koreans, and report by radio to headquarters 
all movements of the enemy.   This was the 
last duty I had In Korea. I spent 17 months 
and 9 days in Korea and I enjoyed every day 
of it, except for the cold weather.  
     I returned home in August 1954 and was 
assigned to the Third Armored Division as a 
drill instructor. After three months, a captain 
took a liking to me and had me assigned to 
him in training. We set up classes for map 
reading, proper radio use, and other training. 
I was discharged on October 5th, 1955—one 
day after my 20th birthday. 
 

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Metals and Ribbons U.S. Army: 
1. Combat Infantryman Badge 
2. Purple Heart 
3. Army Good Conduct 
4. National Defense Service Metal with one bronze star 
5. Korean Service Metal with one bronze star 
6. Korean Defense Service Metal 
7. Armed Forces Service Metal  
8. United Nations Korean Service  
9.  R.O.K. Korean War Service Metal 
10. United Nations Metal 
11. Army Service Ribbon 
12. Army Overseas Service 
 
U.S. Army:  Commemorative Metals 
1. American Defense 
2. Korean Presidential Unit Citation 
3. 50th  Anniversary Korean War  
4. United nations Military Service   
5. Cold War Victory   
6. Overseas Service 
7. U.S. Army 
8. U.S. Air Force  
9. Honorable  Service 
10. National Guard and Reserve 
11. Combat Service 
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Harvey Lee Hampton 

Second Military Career:  

87th APS, May 1977 to May 1979, then from 
1980 to 1993.  

     Twenty-two and a half years after my 
discharge from the U.S. Army (I was 41 
and a half years old) I enlisted in the Air 
Force Reserves. I was assigned to the 
87th Aerial Port Squadron. Duties were 
building pallets with cargo and rolling them 
on the plane. When a plane came in with 
cargo, we rolled the cargo off the plane on 
to the K-loaders.  We then delivered the 
cargo to the warehouse.  After a few years 
I was appointed Assistant Unit Career 
Advisor and became Unit Career Advisor 
after the original advisor retired. 

     During a drug test at the wing level, I 
was on medication from the VA and the 
wing decided that; I was unable to be 
ready for world-wide service because of 
these medications. I had an attorney and 
we had a court hearing. In the end, the 
AF reserve won. I couldn't win because I 
had to have the medicine for PTSD. 

     Before I left the 87th, I made Technical 
Sergeant and was awarded the following 
medals:  

 

 

 

Harvey Hampton May 1979 

 

 

 

Editor’s Comment 
     Harvey’s military career encompassed 
hand to hand combat in the Korean War 
and he was wounded. He worked in training 
and was a drill instructor.  He served with 
distinction to protect and defend our 
country.  We are indebted to Harvey and 
his generation for establishing world order 
in the 1950’s.  Harvey has many stories 
and I want to personally thank him for 
putting his greatest story in print for our 
association.   He had an article published in 
a book as listed on the following page by T. 
R. Fettrenbach.  When you see Harvey at 
the reunion, please congratulate him on his 
accomplishments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

USAF Reserve Medals and Awards 
1. USAF Commendation 
2. Armed Service Reserve 
3. Outstanding Unit Award 
4. Overseas Service, Short Term 
5. Overseas Service, Long Term 
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    While visiting The Korean War 
Monument some years back, I met a writer 
from the History Book Club. He asked me 
if I would write a short story for his book. 
The gentleman gave me the paper and 
instructions on where to send the story. 
The book is entitled Remembering the 
Forgotten War—Korea: 1950-1953. I 
would like to include this story with the other 
stories of my military career. 

 

Harvey Lee Hampton 

     In October of 1952, when I was 

seventeen years old, I joined   the U.S. 

Army with parental consent. I was stationed 

at Fort Eustis in Virginia. My older brother, 

Robert Daniel Hampton, had joined the 

U.S. Air Force in October 1951. In early 

1953 we both volunteered to go to Korea. 

In early March 1953 Robert shipped out 

from Camp Stoneman, California, and I 

followed the next day. I was assigned to the 

7th Infantry division, 17th Infantry 

Regiment, C Company. Charlie Company 

served near camp Casey around hill 347, 

Old Baldy and Pork Chop, when all hell 

broke loose on 3 July 1953, Charlie 

Company was assigned to hill 347 and on 

July 9 was ordered to Pork Chop Hill. Only 

twenty-eight men of my company walked off 

Pork Chop.  I was wounded on this day and 

sent to a hospital in Japan for recovery. 

     My brother Robert was assigned to the 

6045 K-2 MASH unit and then to Cheju-do 

(where POWs were held). He also served 

another tour in Korea and two tours in 

Vietnam during his twenty-five-year career 

in the U.S. Air Force. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     I also served in the USAF Reserves at 

Wright Patterson Air Force Base, retiring in 

1993. My brother and I never saw each 

other in Korea in 1953 and 1954. 

 

     Our mother's other five sons, Wade, 

James, Barry, David, and Charlie also 

served in the military with distinction. 

 

 

 

  

 

A 1953 photo of Harvey Lee 

Hampton and Robert Daniel 

Hampton taken just before they 

left for Korea. 

"When enough men had died on a hill, their 

comrades began to hold a grim fondness 

for it. 'Take good care of our Pork Chop”  

soldiers of the Thai Battalion wrote on their 

bunker walls when they turned it over to 

the 7th U.S. Division on relief." 

 

—From This Kind of War The Classic 

Kman War History, by T. R. 

Fettrenbach 
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New Members

  

Last Name First Name Street Address City St Zip

Arthur Charles G 3947 Floral Ave Norwood OH 45212

Barth Duncan N 1317 Rich Hill RD Centerburg OH 43011

Cantrell Leslie D 4258 Ford Ave Greenville OH 45331

Carey Richard M 3328 Devin Road Grove City OH 43123

Cepluch Robert F 1150 Allen Ave Hamilton OH 45015

Chatman John S 1425 Tennyson Ave Dayton OH 45406

Cline Keith A 702 S. Clairmont Ave Springfield OH 45505

Doerfert Gregory E 6902 Locustview Dr Dayton OH 45424

Fair Donald E 509 Karen Ave Sydney OH 45365

Gregoncza Ron J 79 Finch ST Dayton OH 45415

Hampton Charles A 2826 Aberdeen Ave Latonia KY 41015

Hampton David F 3105 Spring Valley Drive Erlanger KY 41018

Hampton Harvey L 223 Bluegrass Ave. Newport KY 41071

Hampton James A 3647 Nantucket Drive Apt J Loveland OH 45140

Hampton James G 1905 Freedom Trail Independence KY 41051

Hampton Robert W 447 Palace Ave Elsmere KY 41018

Indalecio Juan M 4532 Glen Martin DR Dayton OH 45431

Johnson Dannie L 7451 Dial DR Huber Heights OH 45424

Johnson Jeffrey P 1879 Foxhollow DR Cincinnati OH 45255

Ludinich David A 163 West 1st ST Frazeyburg OH 43822

Mason Jo Ellen 658 N Ohio Ave Sidney OH 45365

McVey Thomas E 801 Cheltenham Place Maineville OH 45039

Meade Barry D 102 Valley View DR Waverly OH 45690

Miller Michael 415 Woodview DR Springfield OH 45504

Moorman Larry E 179 Meadow LN Springfield OH 45505

Nakoff Michael H 4451 California RD Okeana OH 45053

Neblett Terry W 506 W 9th St. Apt 3 Oolitic IN 47451

Newbauer Donald E 1324 Sweitzer Street Lot D-18 Greenville OH 45331

Orr Robert L 7407 Staten RD Sardinia OH 45171

Post James C 2007 Ridgecrest loop Lane Sevierville TN 37876

Robbins Larry E 1073 Albany Terrace Cincinnati OH 45224

Rusnak Russell Wil Lou Lane North Ridgeville OH 44039

Ruswinkle Glen G 5043 Kingswood DR Roswell GA 30075

Schultz Karl B 5752 Elmcris DR Milford OH 45150

Scott Terry L 6903 Oakwood Dr #7 Florence KY 41042

Stamp Geoffrey T 63 2nd Street SE Rio Rancho NM 87124

Thomas Ronald P 4069 Schroeder DR Hamilton OH 45011

Thwaits Thomas W P.O. 46; 135 Water St Osgood OH 45351

Ware John 4136 Meadow Hills Ln. Fairfax VA 22033

Webb Paul A 605 Lambert DR Piqua OH 45356

Yingling Carl G 105 Park Ave Gettysburg PA 17325

Young Rodney E 209 Westview DR South Point OH 45680
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Treasurer's Report 
By Bob Cepluch 
 
As of October 18th, 2009 
Dues Received $740.00 from 37 members. 
 
Expenses 
  Office Supplies and Postage $171.74 
 
Cash in Bank $568.26 
 
Logo Design $82.50 – Donation  
 
     Just a brief analysis of where we are 
financially with the 87th APSA.       We have 
obtained an Employer Identification Number 
(EIN) from the Department of the Treasury, 
IRS.  With this number we were able to 
establish a bank account for the 87th APS 
Association. 
     To start, we the committee, understand 
that it will be a long slow process in 
establishing the necessary financial stability 
to operate the 87th APSA.  To get this 
organization started it has taken many hours 
of computer time and telephone usage to 
reach out and contact both active and former 
members in trying to develop this 
organization.  Paper, envelopes, and postage 
alone is a substantial portion of our budget. 
     Thanks to Tom McVey's generosity and 
time,  Tom supplied paper, postage, 
envelopes, and printer ink until we got our 
bank account to a respectable level, at which 
time he was reimbursed for his expenses.  
Thanks Tom. 
     My next thanks goes to an old dear friend 
and former 87th APS First Sergeant, Jim 
Hampton.  The committee has been 
brainstorming on a logo for the association.  
We came together at a recent meeting and 
voted on a logo.  We proceeded to find a 
graphic company to draw this logo.  Jim, 
made a donation to the association and paid 
the graphic artist fee.  Thanks Jim for your 
generosity. 

 
Here is the official logo for our association. 
It is based on the 87th APS patch.  We added 
Air Force blue as the background for the 
outer circle.  
 

           
 
 
     Harvey Hampton is looking into the cost of 
using this logo for hats, shirts, patches, etc.  
It's not feasible at this time to purchase any of 
these items, but he has maintained a file with 
the pertinent information for future purchases 
once we get established.  Thanks for your 
time Harvey. 
     Let me not overlook Terry Scott.  Terry 
has saved the association a good chuck of 
change.  He is working with the Kentucky 
Convention and Visitors Bureau and they will 
supply us with name tags for each member 
and guest at the reunion at no cost.  We 
appreciate his time working on this issue.   
     And I can't forget my friend Charlie 
Hampton.  As president of the association he 
is the force behind the whole operation.  He 
keeps us all charged. 
      Thanks to all the new members who 
joined in September and October.  We are 
now looking forward to having more members 
join in the near future. 
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Presidents Message 
 

Hello Fellow Aerial Porters,  
  
Plans for the 2010 Reunion are moving along 
at a very fast pace. Nine months have passed 
since we started this little project and now the 
reunion is just seven months away.  I would 
like to add my voice to the message from Bob 
Cepluch.  Everyone needs to send in their 
87th APSA application with their first years 
dues.  If you have not mailed your 
membership form, please do so as soon as 
you can. 
     During the months of January and 
February 2010 you will be receiving your 
Hotel Registration Form as well as the 
Reunion Registration Form.  The Hotel Form 
needs to be filled out and mailed directly to 
the Drawbridge Inn, 2477 Royal Drive,  Fort. 
Mitchell, Ky. 41017.  You can also call them 
at 800-354-9793 and don’t forget to tell them 
you are reserving your room for the 87th 
APSA Reunion to get the Reunion room 
rates.  Reunion dates are June 3 thru June 
6.  You will also get the special room rate if 
you come in on June 2. 
      The Reunion Registration Form should be 
sent by U.S. Mail to: 87th APSA P.O. Box 
15585 Covington, Ky. 41015.  The 
Registration form will list the meal 
selections for the Banquet on Saturday night 
as well as the registration fee.  We need to 
receive this form as soon as possible so we 
can get a count on the number of attendees 
for the Reunion.  
      We all owe a debt of gratitude to Jim 
Hampton, Harvey Hampton, Bob Cepluch, 
Tom McVey and Terry Scott.  These guys are 
doing yeomans work on the Reunion and at 
the same time are getting the Association off 
the ground.  They have devoted countless 
hours and in some cases their own money 
ensuring things are done correctly and 
moving along smoothly.  This would not be 
possible were it not for their dedication.   
They are invaluable!  

  
 
 
 
 
The Reunion Committee wishes all of you a 
Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year.  Keep thinking warm 
thoughts as we approach winter time for soon 
we will all be drinking beer and telling tales 
at the First Reunion of the 87th Aerial Port 
Squadron. 
  
Charlie Hampton 
President  
 

 

Christmas Party 
 The 87th APS Christmas party will be at 6 
PM on December 12th.  Please call the 
squadron at  937-257-4566  to make a 
reservation. 
 
November UTAs are 14-15 and 21-22 
December UTAs are 5-6 and 12-13 
 

Help us name the newsletter 
We are looking for a name for the newsletter.  
Please send us your suggestion.  Our 
governing body will be pleased to get your 
input for consideration. 
 
Mailing Address 
87th Aerial Port Association 
PO Box 15585 
Covington, KY 41015 
 

Email    the.87apsa@yahoo.com     
 
Governing Body 
President  Charlie Hampton 
Vice President  James Hampton 
Vice President Terry Scott 
Treasurer  Bob Cepluch 
Newsletter  Tom McVey 
Supply  Harvey Hampton 
 


