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87th Christmas Party   Please call 

Tom McVey, Bob Cepluch or Charlie 
Hampton to make your reservation.  
We will give the list of names to Sean 
Storms on Dec 3

nd.
. 

 
 

Note from the 87
th

  ART 

    We are having the Christmas party on the 11
th

 of Decem-

ber.  1700 thru 1930 will be the dinner ,we are including 

families this year,  there will be an after  party immediately 

following, from 8 to 11.   There will be raffles.     The Chil-

dren’s Hospital visit will be happening on the 17
th

 of De-

cember.   If anyone that would like to attend please let me 

know.  They can either meet here at the unit at 1300 or at the 

hospital at 1400.   Please bring an unwrapped new toy. 

 

Chief Storms 

 

Association Challenge Coin  We are design-

ing an association challenge coin.  The associa-

tion logo will be one side of the coin and we are 

asking for member suggestions for what to put 

on the other side of the coin.  Please send your 

suggestions to Charlie Hampton.  At his email 

address, Charlie wants to receive  your sugges-

tion by 31 December 2010.  His email address 

is chamrham@aol.com 

 

Challenge Coin History per coinforce.com 

     During World War 1, American volunteers 

from all parts of the country filled the newly 

formed flying squadrons. Some were wealthy 

scions attending colleges such as Yale and Har-

vard who quit in mid-term to join the war.  In 

one squadron, a wealthy lieutenant ordered 

medallions struck in solid bronze and presented 

them to his unit.  One young pilot placed the 

medallion in a small leather pouch that he wore 

about his neck. 

                    
     Shortly after acquiring the medallion, a pi-

lot’s aircraft was severely damaged by ground 

fire.  He was forced to land behind enemy lines 

and was immediately captured by a German pa-

trol.  In order to discourage his escape, the 

Germans took all of his personal identification 

except for the small leather pouch around his 

neck.  In the meantime, he was taken to a 

small French town near the front.  Taking ad-

vantage of a bombardment that night, he es-

caped.  However, he was without personal iden-

tification. 

 

     He succeeded in avoiding German patrols by 

donning civilian attire and reached the front 

lines.  With great difficulty, he crossed no-man's 

land.  Eventually, he stumbled onto a French 

outpost.  Unfortunately, saboteurs had plagued 

the French in the sector.  They sometimes mas-

queraded as civilians and wore civilian clothes.  

Not recognizing the young pilot's American ac-

cent, the French thought him to be a saboteur 

and made ready to execute him.  He had no 

identification to prove his allegiance, but he did 

have his leather pouch containing the medal-

lion.  He showed the medallion to his would-be 

executioners and one of his French captors rec-

ognized the squadron insignia on the medallion.  

They delayed his execution long enough for him 

to confirm his identity.  Instead of shooting him 

they gave him a bottle of wine. 

 

     Back at his squadron, it became tradition to 

ensure that all members carried their medallion 

or coin at all times.  This was accomplished 

through challenge in the following manner - a 

challenger would ask to see the medallion.  If 

the challenged could not produce a medallion, 

they were required to buy a drink of choice for 

the member who challenged them.  If the chal-

lenged member produced a medallion, then the 

challenging member was required to pay for the 

drink. 

               
     Airman’s challenge coins are now presented at the 
completion of basic training.  

Tom  513-377-0472 
Bob   513-607-1207 
Charlie - 859-468-8873 

December 2010 Edition 

Merry Christmas to one and to all 
 



 

 

New 87th APSA Web Store 
     We have signed a contract with 
USPTGEAR, Inc to provide our members with 
an on-line store for the purchase of fine mili-
tary apparel and clothing.  Our association 
logo can be included on a wide variety of 
items such as hats, shirts, coats & coffee 
mugs. 
 
     The 87th APSA Store will be your one-stop 
shop for APSA clothing, hats and accesso-
ries. From the coolest T's to the smartest 
dress shirts and everything in between, the 
APSA Store will have it all.  Look for the 
APSA Store link on our website for great se-
lections. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reunion 2011 
 
     Jim Hampton and Helen Redwine-Smith 
are heading up the reunion committee.  Dur-
ing a meeting on November 6, the meal se-
lections were made and the reunion checklist 
was reviewed.  Over the next few months we 
will arrange for a guest speaker and the  Din-
ner agenda.  
      We will also send out a form which will 
allow you to select one of three meals and a 
desert.   Helen is going to ask for a few volun-
teers to greet guests as they arrive and also 
to coordinate the event with the Hope Hotel.    
     Jim and Helen will be sharing more details 
on the next newsletter.  Please mark your 

calendars now for 7-10 July, 2011. 

 

Volunteers Needed to Support  
January Deployment 
 

     In early January, the Association will be 
serving refreshments to a team that will de-
ploy.   Please contact Bob Cepluch. 
 
     Bob hopes to get about a dozen volun-
teers.  This is a good way to help support the 
squadron. 
 
87th History Search 
 
     We are still trying to pull together the histo-
ry for the 87th APS.  Col. Pete Yingling is 
working on a history article.  I have also got 
some information from Col. Glen Ruswinkle.  
Glen recalls that the 62th APS and the 87th 
APS were aerial ports squadrons in the 940th 
Troop Carrier Group at McClellan AFB in Sac-
ramento CA, up until 1976 or 1977.  We are 
also trying to find out what the symbols mean 
on the squadron patch.  If anyone has any 
additional detail, please contact Tom McVey 
at 513-677-6651. 
 
Air Force Museum  
Museum Hours 
Open daily 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Closed Thanksgiving, Christmas Day and New Year's Day 
FREE admission! 

 
Museum Location  
1100 Spaatz Street  
Wright-Patterson AFB OH 45433  
(937) 255-3286   
  

 

UTA Schedule for 2011 

Oct 16-17 

Nov 20-21 

Dec 11-12    Christmas Party 

Jan 8-9 

Feb 5-6 

Mar 5-6 

Apr 16-17 

May 21-22 

Jun 25-26  

Jul 9-10   (Reunion) 

Aug 6-7 

Sep 10-11 



 

 

87 APS Reservist Completes  
BATAAN Death March 
By Stacy Vaughn 
445th Airlift Wing Public Affairs 

 
Reprinted with permission of Stacy Vaughn  
    and Clark Wierda. 

 

A reservist assigned to the 87th Aerial Port 

Squadron used his physical fitness drive to not 
only satisfy his fitness needs but to honor those 

who served before him. In March, Master Sgt. 

Clark Wierda 

participated in 

the annual Ba-

taan Memorial 
Death March, an 

event that hon-

ors those survi-

vors and their 

family members 
who were in-

volved in the Ba-

taan Death 

March during 

World War II. 

The sergeant 
was inspired to 

lead a healthier 

lifestyle with 

help of the Air Force Fit to Fight fitness program. 

He chose the Bataan Memorial Death March not 
only because it was another outlet for his physi-

cal fitness drive, but specifically it was a way to 

honor those who served in uniform before us.  I 

wanted to participate in the march to honor those 

who came before us and to honor their legacy. I 

also feel that as a senior non- commissioned of-
ficer, I should be setting the example for others to 

follow,” Sergeant Wierda said. The Bataan Memo-

rial Death March honors a special group of World 

War II heroes who were responsible for the de-

fense of the islands of Luzon, Corregidor, and the 
harbor defense forts of the Philippines. The condi-

tions they encountered and the aftermath of the 

battle were unique.  

 

The Army ROTC Department at New Mexico 

State University began sponsoring the memorial 
march in 1989 to mark a page in history that in-

cluded so many native sons and affected many 

families in the state. In 1992, White Sands Mis-

sile Range and the New Mexico National Guard 

joined in the sponsorship and the event was 
moved to the missile range. The annual event of-

fers a 15 mile march and a 26.2 mile march.  

Clark completed the 26.2 mile course march 

carrying a 40-pound ruck sack in just less than 

12 hours, said it was teamwork that got him 
through the march. 

“I met up with two ROTC cadets during the 

race and we were able to encourage each other to 

finish it. Teamwork is what it’s all about and is 

one of the underlying themes of the event. We 

worked together and made it,” Sergeant Wierda 
said. 

     Clark also completed the full course Air Force 

Marathon on 18 September, 2010.  He is a inspi-

ration to all of us in the 87th. 

 
     I am sure you remember Clark , Gordon 

Gauger and Danny Johnson leading the way on 

our 3 mile walks at WPAFB. 
 
 

Contact Information 

     Please send us a email or a letter to our PO Box  

when you change your address, phone number or 

email address so we can keep our records accurate 

and current.  If your information as listed in the 

newsletter is incorrect, them,  please let us know. 

 

 

Mailing Address 

87
th

 Aerial Port Association 

PO Box 15585 

Covington, KY 41015 

 

Email    editor@yahoo.com     
 
 

Governing Body 

President  Charlie Hampton 

Vice President  James Hampton 

Vice President  Dave Ludinich 

Treasurer  Bob Cepluch 

Secretary  Terry Scott 

Newsletter  Tom McVey 

Supply   Harvey Hampton 

 
 

Trustee’s 

Keith Bond 

Don Fair 

Ron Thomas 

Paul Webb 
  

 

mailto:editor@yahoo.com


 

 

Membership Committee 
     Our membership is now up to 109 members.  During Op-

eration Burger, at WPAFB,  we received 17 new members.  

We are grateful for the volunteers who helped 

us serve burgers, dogs and baked beans to our 

87
th

 Aerial Porters who are still drilling at 

WPAFB.  The event was a success and created a 

lot of camaraderie with the squadron. . 

 

    We are now asking you to help us find more members.  

Dave and I ask you to call some of your 87
th

 friends and let 

them know about the association.  Ask them to consider 

joining and invite them to attend the next reunion at the 

Hope Hotel.  If everyone can get just 1 member to join then 

we can easily get to 200 members.  Dave 

and I can help by mailing out membership 

forms and newsletters to prospective 

members.   Just contact us at 513-677-

6651 (Tom)  or 740-828-9707 (Dave) 
 

 

     We will continue to  have a lot excitement at the reunions 

as we grow the Association and bring in our pals. 

 

Current Member List – Nov 12, 2010  

109 Members 
 

Adams, Steve 

Anders, William R 

Andrews, Robert E 

Arthur, Charles G 

Barth, Duncan N 

Bohman, Beth 

Bond, Keith D 

Bishop, Pam 

Bright, Stephen E 

Brimmer, Michael D 

Brown, Sally 

Burns, William D 

Cantrell, Leslie D 

Carey, Richard M 

Castle, William R 

Cepluch, Robert F 

Chatman, John S 

Childers, Brian H 

Cline, Keith A 

Dale, Ronald 

Dils, Rodger A 

Doerfert, Gregory E 

England, Ronnie E 

Fair, Donald E 

Foster, Fay 

Gauger, Gordon 

Gregoncza, Ron J 

Grulick, Steven L 

Hampton, Barry G 

Hampton, Charles A 

Hampton, David F 

Hampton, Harvey L 

Hampton, James A 

Hampton, James G 

Hampton, Robert W 

Haught, Deborah 

Haye, Robert 

Himes, Charles E 

Hodge, Samuel E 

Indalecio, Juan M 

Jamison, Robert G 

Johnson, Dannie L 

Johnson, Jeffrey P 

Johnson, Timothy 

Jones, James M 

Justice, Clell 

Kalmar, Joseph M 

Kanoza, Thomas 

Knorr, Stephen 

Lake III, Jack B 

Lambright, Steven 

Larrison, Jacqueline J 

Lauterbach, Victor S 

Little, Catherine 

Little, Richard 

Ludinich, David A 

Lyons, Michael G 

Marang, John M 

Markham, Charles R 

Mason, Jo Ellen 

McVey, Thomas E 

Meade, Barry D 

Miller, Michael 

Moorman, Larry E 

Moosbrugger, Richard C 

Mosley, Robert F 

Muir, Kevin 

Nakoff, Michael H 

Neblett, Terry W 

Newbauer, Donald E 

Opp, Timothy 

Orr, Robert L 

Palmer, Marshall J 

Parker, Roger E 

 



 

 

Perry, Charles L 

Petrosky, Evelyn 

Post, James C 

Redwine-Smith, Helen 

Robbins, Larry E 

Rusnak, Russell 

Ruswinkle, Glen G 

Schultz, Karl B 

Scott, Terry L 

Sease, Tracy 

Smedley, Michael D 

Smith, Barry L 

Smith, Ed 

Smith, Ralph D 

Stallard, Donald 

Stamp, Geoffrey T 

Storer, Barry 

Storms, Sean D 

Sutherland, Larry 

Theiss, Judith 

Thomas, Ronald P 

Thrasher, Linda S 

Thwaits, Thomas W 

Ware, John 

Warren, Richard P 

Webb, Paul A 

Wierda, Clark B 

Williamson, James 

Williamson, Kevin E 

Wilson, Robyn L 

Worrell, Gary W 

Yingling, Carl G 

Young, Rodney E 

Young, Timothy D 

Zorb, Charles R 

 

 
     A PDF copy of the membership form is located out 
our web site at  www.87apsa.com. It is on the Forms 
and newsletters page.   We are actively looking for ac-
tive and former 87

th
 APS members to join our associa-

tion.  Please share your copy of the newsletter and  
help us recruit new members.  The membership rules 
are listed in the constitution and the bylaws which is 
listed on our web site.  Having more members will 
make for better reunions and will keep everyone in 
touch.   

Presidents Message 
     We are very excited about the upcoming 

store where members will be 
able to shop for 87th APSA 
logo items. The store link is 
not available yet on our web 
site www.87apsa.com but we 
are working to have it active 

in the next couple of weeks. The store will be 
a great place to shop for Christmas gifts. Tom 
mentioned in an earlier article for members to 
participate in the challenge coin design. 
Please send your suggestions to me by the 
end of the year. Once we decide on the 
graphics for the reverse side of the coin they 
will be made available for purchase at the 
web site store link. 
     The Association will be supporting the Men 
and Women of the 87th APS before their up-
coming deployments. We will serve snacks 
and beverages to the members and their 
families. We are asking for volunteers to 
serve the families. The exact location will be 
given to the volunteers after the unit ART, 
CMSgt Storms has verifed the location for us. 
Please help support our Troops. Contact Bob 
Cepluch or myself to volunteer: 
       Bob  - cepluch1150@zoomtown.com 

       cell phone - 513-607-1207 
 

       Charlie - chamrham@aol.com 
       cell phone - 859-468-8873 
 

     The 2011 Reunion preparations are well 
under way. You will get more details about 
the reunion early next year. Circle the dates 
July 7 - 10, 2011 on your calendars and in 
your planners. Our thanks to Helen Redwine-
Smith for volunteering to co-chair the Reunion 
Committee. 

 
    The Holiday season is here again. Hard to 
believe another year has gone by. The Offic-
ers and Trustees wish for you and your fami-
lies a Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas 
and a Safe and Prosperous New Year! 
 
Charlie 
  

http://www.87apsa.com/
http://www.87apsa.com/
mailto:cepluch1150@zoomtown.com
mailto:chamrham@aol.com


 

 

In memory of our members who departed in 2010. 

 
 

March 17,2010 
 
Larry Eugene Robbins was born September 15,1943 to the late Oscar and Pinki Rob-
bins, also husband to the late Ursula Robbins.  He was a graduate of north College Hill 
High school.  He also retired from the United States Air Force, and later retired from the 
University of Cincinnati Police Department in May, 2002.  He also was employed with 
the Cincinnati Police department for 5 years.  Please keep Larry's family in your 
thoughts and prayers. 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 

March 31, 2010 
 
 It is with great sadness that we must report the loss of one of our own. Ed Smith passed 
away on March 31, 2010. Our heartfelt condolences and sympathy go out to Ed's wife Helen 
and all of the Smith family. Ed was one of the good guys. Please keep Helen and her family 
in your thoughts and prayers. 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

May 12, 2010 

 
BISHOP, Pamela J., 50, of Xenia, Ohio, formerly of Triadelphia, WV, passed away 
Wednesday, May 12, 2010, at The Hospice of Dayton in Dayton, Ohio. 

Born June 19, 1959, in Wheeling, WV, she was the daughter of Millard A. (Bud) and Lora 
(Dean) Bishop. 

Pam graduated from Wheeling Park High School in 1977 and earned a degree in radiologic 
technology from Sinclair Community College in Dayton in 1997. She served in the USAF 

for twenty-two years.  Pam was an active member of the First Church of the Nazarene in Xenia, Ohio, a volunteer 
for the Look Good, Feel Better Program of the American Cancer Society, and a team captain for the Ohio County 
Relay for Life for the past four years. 

 

 


