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Spring and Summer Activities 
 

    We just finished the first four activities for 2012.  

Many of our 87th APA members were able to get 

together to meet and enjoy breakfasts with each 

other.  We also had five people go to see Cliff 

Cooper and present him with his Honorary Lifetime 

Membership.   We were all touched by the event. 

 

Here is a reminder of the 2012 events. 

 

 

Mar 17       9 AM Cincinnati Breakfast  

Apr 7         9 AM Dayton Breakfast 

May 12      9 AM Columbus Breakfast 

June       7 PM  Reds Game 

Aug 2-5                Buckeye Wing Reunion 

Aug 4        Noon  40th MAPS Luncheon 

Sep 15       9 AM  Cincinnati Breakfast  

Oct 20       9 AM  Dayton Breakfast 

Nov 17      9 AM  Columbus breakfast 

     Barry Hampton, Keith Cline and Steven Knorr 
were in charge of the Cincinnati, Dayton and Colum-

bus breakfasts. The Cincinnati and Dayton Golden 

Corrals allowed us to use the party rooms for free and 

we had plenty of room.   We enjoyed having these 

breakfasts together with our comrades. 

 

      The 87th APS Association has been giving out 

free tumblers to all the members that came to these 

breakfasts.   You can add this tumbler to your 87th 

military collection.    

 

    These breakfasts have been set up so we can get 

together during 2012.  Remember you can attend any 

or all of the breakfasts.  A few of us attended all 

three.  

 

    I urge you to stay connected and get involved.  

Please mark your calendars for the upcoming events.   

 



 

 

Columbus Breakfast and Reds Game - 2012 

 

  

    Steve     Diana   Dwayne     Dave     Steve    Jim      Rob               Tom                     Jim        

   

 

 

 
   
Pat &   Harvey at the Reds Game 

The reds Won !  
         Standing   Dave   Jim  Rob  Bob  Charlie   Tom    Jim 

         Sitting                          Elizabeth       Judy 

 

 
     These pictures show the fun we are having when we get together.  We are also 

seeing people from the 87
th

 that were not able to make it to the reunions.  Speaking 

of the next REUNION! 

 

Please mark your calendars.  The next REUNION will be on June 6 thru 9, 2013, 

Thursday thru Sunday at the Hope Hotel at Wright-Patterson AFB. 
  



 

 

Breakfast Organizers and Breakfast Attendees 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barry Hampton 
 

13 people attended the  

Cincinnati breakfast. 

 

Barry Hampton 

Charlie Hampton 

Bob Orr 

Carrol Orr 

Sam Hodge 

Ina Hodge 

Tom McVey 

Jim Gill 

Keith Kline 

Rob Jamison 

Bob Cepluch 

Charlie Arthur 

Karl Schultz 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keith Ckine 

 

20 people attended the  

Dayton breakfast. 

 

Bob Andrews  

Bob Cepluch 

Charlie Hampton 

Don Fair 

JoEllen Mason 

John Chatman 

John Webb 

Juan Indalecio 

Marcia Indalecio 

Keith Cline 

Larry Bourdon 

Linda Bourdon 

Larry Cardiff 

Paul Webb 

Rob Jamison 

Sharron Williams 

Steve Justice 

Suzanne Westfall 

Tom McVey 

Tom Thwaits 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steve Knorr 
 

15 people attended the 

Columbus breakfast. 

 

Bob Cepluch 

Phil Finnagan 

Charlie Hampton 

Jim Hampton 

Keith Kline 

Steve Knorr 

Dave Ludinich  

Tom McVey 

Harry Robison 

Judy Theiss 

Diana White 

Dwayne White 

Jim Williamson 

Dave Woods & Girlfriend 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Retirement Information 
Charlie Hampton wants us to put together 

the steps one follows as they approach 

60.  That will include a timeline and the 

steps one should follow to get all the pa-

perwork done.  We will do that in the 

next newsletter. 
 

About 50 people were able to attend the first wave of breakfasts.  

These are a good way to stay connected with your 87
th

 APSA 

comrades.  Three more breakfasts are planned for 2012. 

 

We hope you can plan to attend one of the upcoming breakfasts 

 



 

 

Cruising with our Pals 

 

     June and I went on a cruise in April 

with five other couples.  We were excit-

ed as we landed in San Juan Puerto Ri-

co.  This was the first port of call and we 

got there on Saturday so we could do 

some touring of the island.    Puerto Ri-

co was once a part of the Spanish empire 

and the island is influenced by both 

Spanish and Moorish traditions.   We 

visited the San Cristobal Fort and en-

joyed the island culture.   Around 5 PM 

we met up with the rest of the 87
th

.       

 

     Each day we had a new island to ex-

plore and we would swim, snorkel, en-

joy a few drinks, tell jokes and watch 

live entertainment.   The cruise was 7 

nights long and we had a wonderful time 

cruising together. 

 

     It was an adventure for us all.  Until 

the next cruise; here are a few of the pic-

tures to wet your chops. 

 

Tom McVey 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Rhonda 

& Charlie 
Patty 

& Bob 

Rhonda 

& Craig 

Robin 

& Mike 

June 

& Tom 

Cathy 

& Rick 



 

 

My 36 Years of Service 
By Tom McVey 
 

     In June of 1971, I passed my draft physical and the 

Army sergeant “I think he was a Hampton”, told me 

they would mail out my draft notice in 10 days.  I de-

cided on that day to join the USAF.  The Vietnam 

War was in the news every night and I was unsure 

what the future held for me.  I attended the nuclear 

weapons training tech school at Lowry AFB in Colo-

rado.  My first duty assignment was at Frances E. 

Warren AFB in Cheyenne Wyoming. 

 This was home to the 90th Missile 

Squadron.   I enjoyed being on AD 

and I made convoys to the local air-

port for loading and unloading of 

warheads onto C-141 aircraft.  This 

was my first introduction to chains 

and tie down devices.  I started skiing with my Air 

Force buddies in Wyoming and in Colorado.  In 1974, 

I was offered an early out.   I came back to Ohio and 

became a full time student at the Ohio State Universi-

ty.   The GI bill back in 1974 was only about $250 a 

month and so I decided to join the USAFR at Lock-

borne AFB. 

     I became a loadmaster in the 355
th

 

Airlift Squadron.   I met some of my 

lifelong comrades while serving at 

Lockborne.  Rob Jamison was my in-

structor loadmaster.  I flew with Dun-

can Barth, John Heise, Ron Eng-

land, John Curry and many loadmasters from the 

76
th

, 906
th

 and 907
th

 aerial ports.  I flew at least once 

per week.  We would have cross country trips one or 

two weekends a month and 

local AFTP flights at Rick-

enbacker.  We had many 

week long trips to drop the 

troops at Fort Campbell and 

Fort Benning.  We also had 

many trips to Panama, 

Bermuda and most of the 

states.  Usually we would stay at a base for less than 

24 hours.  We would then bag drag to the downtown 

hotels and enjoy the local culture 

and sites.  Yes, we did have a few 

beers during our crew rest. 

    In 1982, the 355th was inactivat-

ed and I was transferred to the 40
th

 

MAPS.   I became a cargo team leader and John 

Heise was my supervisor.  Duncan Barth was a 2
nd

 

Cargo team leader.  We had a lot of trips to Spain and 

Germany for annual tours.  We got to load planes and 

support the flying squadrons.  In 1991, I went on ac-

tive duty in support of Operation Desert Shield.  I was 

assigned to the Norfolk NAS along with Jim Wil-

liamson, Ralph Young, Roger Parker and Bob 

Daniels.  I was able to enjoy my off duty time hang-

ing out with Dave and Alicia Ludinich we sailed in 

the bay at Norfolk.  We had great times together. 

In 1993, the 40
th

 MAPS was inacti-

vated and about 100 members of the 

40
th

 were transferred over to the 87
th

 

APS at Wright Patterson AFB. 

 I became a team leader in Special 

Handling.  This required knowing 

about compatibility, signature service and leading 

marshaling yard operations.  I went to McChord AFB 

with the 87
th

 and I was able to visit Mt Saint Helens 

and Mt Rainer with my pals Sammy Whitman, 

George Scott, Duncan Barth, Dave Ludinich and 

Ron England.  I also was able to go the Hawaii and 

Travis AFB.  My career with the 87
th

 came to an end 

in June of 2007.   In total, I served for 36 years.   

Along the way, I met a lot of lifetime friends and I try 

to keep in touch with them. 

  In 2009, I got involved with set-

ting up the 87
th

 APS Association.   I 

have been the newsletter editor and 

I enjoy putting together the “Aerial 

RePorter Newsletter”.  I also helped 

with the initial membership drives and the annual grill 

outs at the 87
th

.   This is my way of staying connected 

to the pals that I served with and my pals that are still 

serving.  That is why I stay active within the 87
th

 

APSA.  I went on the 2012 cruise with 5 other cou-

ples.  They were my pals from the 87
th

. 

  I also have been organizing a luncheon for the 

members of the 40
th

.  I found an old recall roster and 

began to contact people that I last saw in 1993.  This 

year, I expect about 65 members of the 40
th

 to attend a 

lunch/mini reunion.  I am also a member of the 302
nd

 

Buckeye Wing and I am helping General Billy 

Basnett prepare for the Buckeye Wing 2012 reunion. 

      One of my goals is to stay connected with my 

comrades and to keep the history and memories of our 

service together alive.  



 

 

Presidents Message 
 

     Hello everyone…..Where has the time gone? It has 

already been a year since our last reunion and 2012 

has been a very busy year with more to come. We 

have had three Association Breakfasts so far this year, 

one in Cincinnati, Dayton and Colum-

bus. Thanks to Barry Hampton, 

Keith Cline and Steve Knorr for 

their participation in these breakfast 

meetings by being the primary contact 

for our members. We have three more 

breakfast meetings scheduled this year 

in the  same Metropolitan areas. After 

the breakfast in Cincinnati several members visited 

with our friend and First Shirt, Cliff Cooper and pre-

sented Cliff with an honorary life membership in the 

Association. 

 

     We also enjoyed an evening at the Ball Park where 

the Cincinnati Reds beat up on the Detroit Tigers and 

our favorite singing group “Something Good” per-

formed the Star Spangled Banner before the game. 

  

     Several Association members and spouses enjoyed 

a week long cruise to the Southern Caribbean in April. 

Thanks to Rick and Cathy Little for handling the 

arrangements with the travel agent. This was the first 

cruise for me and my wife Rhonda and all we can say 

is, when is the next one? 

 

     The dates for the 2013 reunion have been select-

ed. Mark your calendars for June 6 thru 9, 2013, 

Thursday thru Sunday. We will reunion at the Hope 

Hotel again.  The Hope Hotel is a great location for us 

and we received several compliments from our mem-

bership on that location. We will reunion again in 

2014 and the location for that year will be decided lat-

er. 

 

     The Fisher/Nightingale House had their annual 

fundraiser at the Air Force Museum on April 28. The 

Association and some of our members donated gift 

certificates for the fund raiser. Thanks to all of you 

that participated. Please remember the Fisher Houses 

at WPAFB. They need donations year round. The 

Houses are always in need of paper goods and snacks 

for their guests. The next time you are shopping at the 

commissary or your neighborhood Wal-Mart, pick up 

something for the Fisher House and drop it off to 

them. We know they need and appreciate all dona-

tions. 

 

     Please remember to visit our web site and shop in 

the APSA store. You will find   several items for pur-

chase with the 87th APSA logo. I have personally 

shopped the store several times and am extremely 

happy with the quality of the product.  These folks do 

an excellent job and are ready to serve you. You will 

find a nice selection for the ladies as well. So, go there 

right now and buy something.   

 
Also, this is great book for you to read. 
 
Daring Young Men 

The Heroism and Triumph of the Berlin Airlift 
June 1948-May1949 
Author - Richard Reeves 
 
     This is a really insightful book on the trials and triumphs 

of the Berlin Airlift.  This book tells of the very beginnings of 

MATS and Air Transportation.  You will find out where some 

of the very familiar names in the 2T2 (605 for you old guys) 

career field, like TUNNER and HALVERSON are from.     
 
Until next time.                   Charlie Hampton 
 

 
 

Book Review 
I knew almost nothing about the Berlin Blockade in 
1948-1949 by the Soviets before reading this book. 
Western Berlin is suddenly cut off from rail and road 
transportation, electricity, food, and other resources to 
provide for themselves. Russia believes that the U.S., 
England, and France will abandon their areas of Berlin 
to Russia, but instead they decide to supply Berlin with 
food, fuel, and other items by air. Thus begins the amaz-
ing Berlin Airlift, with aircraft arriving every 2 minutes 
all day long, day after day.  



 

 

Committee Volunteers Wanted 
 

     Committee Chairs and mem-

berships are a good way to be-

come involved with the Associ-

ation. These committees are 

now being filled by Association 

Officers and we need to open 

these to members. Please con-

tact Charlie Hampton if inter-

ested at chamrham@aol.com or 859-468-8873.  The 

Association needs volunteers to Chair the following 

committees: 

 

Reunion Committee for the 2013 reunion.  Duties 

are to form the committee, work with the Hope Hotel, 

local county convention services, all general duties 

required, schedule, conduct meetings and to keep the 

87
th

 APSA President informed.  This person needs to 

live in the WPAFB general area. 

 

Fisher House Committee. 

Barry Smith and Helen Red-

wine-Smith have volunteered to 

be members.  

 

Membership Committee.  Find new members for the 

association.  Promote membership drives and wel-

come new members to the association. 

 

Constitution and Bylaw Committee.  Keep the by-

laws up to date and current.  Propose changes to the 

officers of the 87
th

 APSA. 

 

87th APS Support Committee.   We want to organ-

ize events to support the guys and gals of the 87
th

 who 

are still serving. 

 

Fund Raising Committee 

 

Association History Committee 

 

Activities Committee  

 

Attention Vietnam Veterans 
 

     Many Vietnam Veterans are 

not aware that if you have a medi-

cal condition, for which you can 

draw disability from the Veterans 

Administration  (VA), you can ac-

tually still draw both your VA 

Disability and your AF Retirement Check.  The way it 

actually works is after you are approved for a VA 

Disability; your AF Retirement check is stopped tem-

porarily, until the VA sends your VA Disability in-

formation to the Air Force Personnel Center at Ran-

dolph AFB.  The Air Force then gives you back pay, 

back to the date you were approved for the disability.  

This extra payment is called CRDP (Concurrent Re-

tirement and Disability Pay), the bottom line is that 

your Air Force retirement pay amount is the same; 

and you get this extra disability pay.  So you then can 

draw both your VA Disability and Air Force Retire-

ment. 

 

     This subject came up in a conversation I had with 

Charlie Hampton and Tom McVey at our Dayton 

Region breakfast, and they asked me to write an arti-

cle for the newsletter about the subject. 

 

     A requirement is that you have to have actually 

served in-country in Vietnam, not just a Vietnam Era 

Veteran.  The reason you can receive disability is that 

it has proven that exposure to Agent Orange can and 

does cause certain medical conditions. Some of the 

medical conditions you can receive disability for are 

Diabetes and Prostate Cancer.  There may well be 

others.  If you have a medical condition and served in 

Vietnam, check with your local County Veterans Of-

fice.  In my case, I was diagnosed with diabetes in 

2007 and started receiving partial disability for that 

condition and I was diagnosed with prostate cancer in 

2009 and I now also receive disability pay for that. 

 

     As I said, if you have a medical condition that you 

think may qualify you, contact the VA. Also, if you 

have any questions of me, feel free to contact me at 

phone number 937 536-6200 or by e-mail at 

kcline64@woh.rr.com. 

 

Keith Cline 

  

mailto:chamrham@aol.com
tel:859-468-8873
tel:937%20536-6200
mailto:kcline64@woh.rr.com


 

 

Buckeye Wing Flyer Article 
 

Here is a part of an article in the July 2007 Buckeye 

Wing Flyer.  I went on a 2 week tour with William 

Smith and he is great guy.  You have to hear his story 

about driving a cab in NYC when a rider tried to steal 

the cab. 

 

87 APS Reservist Pursues Career as AF Nurse 

By Stacy Vaughn 

 

445th Airlift Wing Public Affairs   

 

After dreaming of becoming an officer in the Air 

Force for more than 10 years, Tech. Sgt. William 

Smith’s, 87th Aerial Port Squadron air transportation 

craftsman, dream came true when he was commis-

sioned as a first lieutenant May 19. 

 
 Lt. Col. John Marang, 87th Aerial Port Squadron 
commander, administers the oath of office to Tech. 
Sgt., now 1st Lt. Will Smith during Smith’s commis-
sioning ceremony May 19.  

 

“Being in the Air 

Force Reserve and 

with the 87th APS 

has made my 

dream of becoming 

an officer and 

starting my goal of 

working in the 

medical career 

field a reality,”  

Smith said. Smith, 

originally from Si-

erra Leone, West 

Africa, came to the  

United States to pursue an education in 1991. He 

didn’t know much about the U.S. when he first ar-

rived; only what he had read. He ended up in New 

York and drove a taxi for two years. After being 

robbed on three different occasions, he gave up driv-

ing cabs and went to school to learn how to drive trac-

tor trailers. “I drove trucks for nine years. During that 

time, I wanted to go to school to pursue an education 

but I didn’t have a green card or the money to go so I 

continued to drive trucks,” Smith said. With the help 

of his first wife, Smith was able to get his green card 

and began to focus on pursuing his education.  

 
 

“I’m really appreciative of the leadership and team of 

the 87th APS for supporting me throughout my educa-

tion process. They are the ones who really made it 

happen for me.”  Smith is currently in the individual 

ready reserve until he completes Officer Training 

School in August. He will be assigned to the 78th 

Medical Group, Robins Air Force Base, Ga., where 

he’ll be assigned as a clinical nurse after familiariza-

tion training with the Air Force Nurse Corps and his 

unit. "My decision for an Air Force career as a nurse 

was made primarily on the fact that I am already serv-

ing my country, and if I have any skills that are of 

value in caring for people, I want to take care of my 

fellow Airmen." 

 

The full article is available at 

 

http://www.445aw.afrc.af.mil/shared/media/document

/AFD-120710-054.pdf 

 

Tom McVey 

 

Suggestions 
Please let us know if you have any ideas on how to 

improve the Association or of any events you think 

the 87
th

 APSA should consider doing. 

 

New Email Address 
Here is our new email address 

87apsa@gmail.com 

http://www.445aw.afrc.af.mil/shared/media/document/AFD-120710-054.pdf
http://www.445aw.afrc.af.mil/shared/media/document/AFD-120710-054.pdf

