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                   2015 June Edition 
 

 
 

Hello Everyone, 

 

At this writing, we are 

2 months away from 

our 2015 reunion. 

Please complete the 

registration form in this 

newsletter and mail it 

to our P.O. Box as soon 

as possible. We have reduced the 

registration fee for members this year to 

$20.00. Please remember to bring items to 

donate to the Fisher House. We will have 

an area in the Hospitality Room for the 

donations. Suggested items for the Fisher 

House; Paper Towels, Toilet Tissue, 

Facial Tissue, Ramen Noodles, Snack 

items. The Fisher House needs and 

appreciates all donations.  

 

If Tomorrow Never Comes 

 

I sometimes hear Garth brooks sing “If 

Tomorrow Never Comes”. It is a truly 

great song with an important message for 

us all.  I wanted to bring to your attention 

the impact of procrastination. We all put 

things off. We think we can take care of 

things at a later date. That works well for 

some things but we all know there are no 

guarantees in LIFE. In the next two pages 

you will read about Paul Webb, Bill 

Anders and Mike Campbell.  

 

Unfortunately they passed early in life.  I 

salute them for their service.  I last saw 

Paul at the 2014 reunion.  I am glad he 

got involved and came to reunions. To me 

Paul was having fun and making a 

difference. Bill Anders lived far away and 

had troubles traveling so Bill was not able 

to attend reunions. 

 

Also you will read about Mike Campbell, 

Mike was not a member. I think Mike had 

decided that he would join the association 

and come to reunions at a later time. After 

all he was still a young man. But alas, we 

never got to spend retirement time with 

Mike. His sudden passing left many in 

shock. 

 

I hope that we can all learn from this. We 

all hope to live a long life and enjoy our 

retirements. But with no guarantees, each 

passing moment could be our last. An 

unexpected illness could limit our travels.  

 

So, I propose we each take stock of those 

important things we want to do or say to 

our loved ones. I urge each of you to 

make sure you do those important things 

now. Make sure your loved ones know 

how much you love them. Say it out loud! 

 

I hope to see you at the Reunion during 

20-23 August. 

 

Tom McVey 
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Paul A. Webb, age 75, of Piqua, went to be with the Lord on Wednesday, 
March 11, 2015.  Paul proudly served his country as a member of the US 
Navy. He also served in the U.S. Air Force Reserve where he retired with the 
rank of Senior Master Sergeant in November 1995. 
 
Remarks by CMSgt Bob Cepluch, Retired 
The 87th Aerial Port Squadron Association lost a special member SMSgt 
Paul Webb, former First Sergeant.  Paul joined the 87th back in 1977 and 
came up through the ranks to Senior Master Sergeant.  With all the great 
First Sergeants this squadron has had the privilege to serve under Paul was 

one of the Greatest.  Paul was fair in dealing with all personnel regardless of rank especially the 
younger members who Paul treated like his own children.  What was there not to like about Paul 
both as a person and as our First Sergeant.  I was honored to know Paul from day one when he 
joined the unit and we developed a special bond both on and off duty that I will continue to 
reminisce within my mind. 
     Aside from serving in the US Air Force which Paul did with high esteem his other great joys 
was golf and a great martini. I could recount many great stories and memories about Paul 
Webb, but I deem them special moments that I choose to keep close to my heart. The only thing 
that we as an association need to remember is that SMSgt Paul Webb will be missed at our 
reunions and other outings involving the association.  I salute a farewell to a great friend Paul 
Webb.   
 
 
 

William R. "Bill" Anders, 71, of Quincy, died on Sunday (April 27, 2014) in 
his home.  Bill was an ART loadmaster at Rickenbacker. He joined the 87th 
around 1999 and competed his service career with some of his pals from 
his days in the 355 TAS. 

 

Ode to William R Anders by Jeffrey G Price, Retired 
 

Smokin and jokin an dance a little jig while humming words 
of a British ditty! He would perform this ritual many times 

and in many places.  It would happen behind the 906/907 aerial port hanger while we celebrated 
with a keg or two at unit social or in the rear of a  C-123K on a low level over the hills of 
Southern Ohio on a night mission. Part of a cigar clamped firmly into side of his mouth, headset 
on, that squint of a smile evident in his eyes; the ramp open, checklist count down "ten minutes" 
to DZ! 
 
…….Read the full Ode on Buckeyewing.org 
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Michael Brent Campbell, 67, of Washington Court House, Ohio, a 
devoted husband, father, grandfather, brother and friend, went to be with 
the Lord on Monday morning, May 11, 2015. His death was sudden and 
unexpected. 
 
Remarks by SMSgt Tom Kanoza, Retired 
When I received word of Mike Campbell’s death on social medial May 11th, 
quite honestly, I had to close Facebook, and re-open it. With all of us, we 
response differently to the same event or situation. This is all based on our 
perception of the world and quite frankly how we grew up.  For me, my 

reaction was disbelief, as I just couldn’t believe that a person that I worked with in the 87th for 
so make years was gone.  Even today I still consider those folks in the 87th as a second family, 
and knowing a brother in arms is gone, just didn’t feel right. The 87th has some of the most 
dedicated and honorable people I’ve ever met; Mike was one.  
      As I looked back on Facebook, right away I thought of MHE, you all know -- Material 
Handling Equipment. Mike, for many years, was the 87th MHE manager. He was the most 
thorough, most patient, and the one that loved to jump in the vehicles and train. I recall the 
Friday management meetings with which Mike  would meticulously  hold accountable to all of us 
to make sure we were meeting all our requirements, he would make it very clear what was 
needed in order to make sure that all the troop’s licenses and paperwork were in proper order. 
Having Mike manage the program the way he did took a lot of burden off my shoulders as he 
also took to time to instruct as well.  I’m sure all of the management staff felt the same way. He 
was totally committed.  
     Mike and I would sit and chat on the UTA weekends. We would discuss status and 
schedules to make sure that newer folks had all the necessity training and paperwork to move 
forward.  Mike took the time to do it right. Often our conversations would drift to personal stuff; 
job, family, and would-a-could-a-should-a’s.  Mike shared on many occasions how much he 
cared for others, his family, his unit.  As managers we agreed that everything falls in place if you 
put those under you first. He would proudly talk about his job and loved the land he managed. 
We both shared our specific situations in the unit and regardless of the events that shaped our 
lives, we agreed that we were placed in the unit where we were needed the most, and the unit 
was better for it.  
     Time moves and eventually Mike retired, like myself he stayed in the unit till the last moment 
of tenure that he could. At his retirement I had the opportunity to say a few words; I also gave 
Mike a small token of my appreciation, a toy dashboard, the one kids play with to pretend they 
are driving. During my presentation I talked about the dedication Mike had for the unit, the care 
at which he had for the folks in the unit. After Mike retired I would see him once in a while over 
in the hanger and we would talk a bit. He always had good things to say, and was so thankful for 
the opportunity to serve in the 87th. We even chuckled bout his retirement gift that he cherished, 
as it was a great reminder of how dedicated he was and needed to be. Mike will always remind 
me to stay organized and manage what you need too with awareness and accountability. 
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Remarks by MSgt Tom McVey, Retired 
After Mike Campbell’s service, I went outside and spoke with Pete Raykovich and Rodney 
Young. We were shocked at the sudden way that Mike had passed away. Later, we drove to the 
cemetery and attended Mike's burial. Mike Bailey from the 87th led the Honor Guard. They wore 
the USAF dress blue uniforms, the Honor Guard snapped to attention and made a sharp right 
marching movement and proceeded to the rear of the Hurst. Together, the Guards gently picked 
up Mike's casket and proceed to bring Mike to the burial platform. 
 
The Honor guards then lifted the US Flag and folded it into a triangle, emblematic of the hats 
worn by colonial soldiers during the war for Independence. In the folding ceremony, the red and 
white stripes are finally wrapped into the blue, as the light of day vanishes into the darkness of 
night. Mike Bailey stood at attention while, the local honor guard played taps. On the hill a short 
distance away three Honor Guard members fired a three volley salute. 
 
Mike Bailey then presented to Paula Campbell the US flag and said; "On 
behalf of the President of the United States, the Department of the Air Force, 
and a grateful nation, we offer this flag for the faithful and dedicated service of 
Senior Master Sergeant Mike Campbell.  It brought tears and tugged at my 
heart as I thought of the things the families go through during the funerals. 
But, we truly appreciate our brothers and sisters in arms that serve in the 
Honor Guard for their dedication and the ceremonies and the memories that 
they create for the families. 
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87th Aerial Port Squadron 

Association 

 

 

 

 Reunion, 20-23 Aug 2015 

Hope Hotel, Wright-Patterson AFB OH 

 
 You are cordially invited to attend our 2015 

reunion of all personnel of the 87Aerial Port 

Squadron and the Association. As many of you 

know, our last reunion was an outdoor afternoon at 

the squadron, and it was a great success.  We had 

approximately 55 in attendance and “all” had a 

great time.  

 

We have many exciting activities planned for you 

to partake.  I would like to give a warm heart thank 

you to our Reunion Committee for their work and 

planning. 

 

The Hope Hotel Guest Rooms and Amenities 

include: Refrigerator, Microwave; Ironing Board 

and Iron, Complimentary Wireless High-Speed 

Internet Access, Safety Deposit Boxes (no charge), 

Rollaways/Cribs, Cable TV, Pay Per View Movies, 

Wake up Service, Outdoor Patio, Packy's Sports 

Bar & Grill (Sunday thru Thurday, 6:00 AM – 

10:00 PM and Friday & Saturday, 6:00 AM – 11:00 

PM) Newsstand, Fax/Copy/Postage Service, Gift 

Shop/Sundries, Ice and Vending, Complimentary 

Lighted Parking, Avis/Enterprise Car Rental, 

RV/Motorcoach Parking, Charter Vans Airport 

Shuttle (reservations required), and Kitty Hawk 

Shuttle (official base business only). 

 

     After you check-in the hotel,   please proceed to 

the Sabre-Phantom Hospitality Room for your 

name tag and registration packet which will contain 

information on all local attractions with street maps 

of the cities and other pertinent information for the 

surrounding areas.   

 

 

Fire at the Hope Hotel.   
 

Back on May 21, the roof over the convention area 

caught on fire.  PACKY’S and the conference 

rooms are scheduled to reopen in the third week of 

July. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                             P A R K I N G   LOT 

  

Front 

desk 
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2015 REUNION AGENDA 
FOR 

87th APS ASSOCIATION SCHEDULED EVENTS 

 

THURSDAY, 20 August  

  NOON – 5:00 PM   Registration in Sabre-Phantom Hospitality Room  

  3:00 PM     Hotel Check-In 

  6:00 PM    Dinner @ Officer’s Club or The Greene  

 

FRIDAY, 21 August  

  6:00 AM – 10:00 AM  Breakfast Buffet available at Packy’s 

  9:15 AM – 10:45 AM Self-guided visit to the AF Museum 

11:00 AM – 12:30 AM  Lunch at the AF Museum 

  1:00 PM – 10:00 PM  Sabre-Phantom Hospitality Room – Open 

  2:00 PM –   5:00 PM  Shop to you Drop Ladies @ The Fairfield Mall or The Greene 

  3:00 PM     Hotel Check-In 

  5:30 PM  Bingo and Dinner at the Officer’s Club 

 

SATURDAY, 22 August  

  6:00 AM – 10:00 AM  Breakfast Buffet available at Packy’s 

  7:30 AM –   8:30 AM  *Business Meeting - Hospitality Room (Members only) 

  9:00 AM –   5:30 PM  Sabre-Phantom Hospitality Room – Open 

10:00 AM –   2:00 PM On Base Activities:  Golf, Jarvis Gym, Wright Field Fitness Center,  

Kittyhawk Lanes, Community & Family, Movie Theater, etc 

  1:00 PM –   2:00 PM  Tour of the 87th APS 

  3:00 PM     Hotel Check-In 

  6:00 PM – 10:00 PM  Banquet & Entertainment in the Super-Flying Ballroom 

 

*Charlie Hampton will conduct a business meeting in the Hospitality Room on Saturday, 22 August @ 

0730-0830 am. Only paid Association members accompanied with their membership card will be able to 

attend the meeting. Elections and appointments will be held during the meeting so please join the 

Association if you haven’t already done so.  We will accept membership application and payment during 

the reunion. 

 

SUNDAY, 23 August  

6:00 AM – 10:00 AM   Breakfast Buffet available at Packy’s 

8:00 AM – 11:00 AM  Hotel Check-Out 
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87th APS Association – Reunion Registration Form 
20-23 August 2015 

Hope Hotel, Wright-Patterson AFB OH 
 

The site of the Reunion is the “Award Winning” Hope Hotel at WPAFB. King and double sized 

accommodations are available on a first-come basis. Price is $91.00 per day per room plus tax. Reservations 

are being accepted NOW via www.hopehotel.com or 937-879-2696. When calling, please mention that you 

are booking for the 87th APSA Reunion. 

 

Please complete the form below and mail it to the Association NLT 20 July, 2015. There are a number of 

behind the scene logistics that require getting this information in a timely manner so your attention in 

completing and returning this form would be greatly appreciated. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Total Enclosed $____________ a+b   (Include both the registration fee and meal selection totals) 
 
PAYMENT METHOD.  Before July 20th, Please send a Check or Money Order payable to: 87 APS 

Association. There will be a $25.00 fee charged on returned checks. 

  
Your First and Last Name                 _________________________________________ 
 
Your guests (First Names Only)      __________________________________________ 
          (Please list the first names of your guests so we can create badges) 
 
Arrival Date _________ Departure Date _________ Your Hotel name __________________ 

 
Please mail registration forms and money to:  87th APS Association,  
                                                                               P.O. Box 15585, Covington, KY 41015 

Registration Fees Qty Fee Total 

87th APSA Member  20  

Guest  10  

    

Total Registration Fees                a)  

 

Pease note: These registration fees 

pay for expenses related to the rental 

of the banquet room, hospitality 

room, dinner surcharges, give away 

items, non-alcoholic drinks and 

snacks in the hospitality room for the 

three day event. We are also 

responsible for paying the bartenders 

 
 

Saturday Night Banquet Dinner 

Selections 

Qty 

#1 Chicken Huntington – Tender 6 oz 

Chicken Breast sautéed with morel 

mushrooms, green peppercorn and a 

brandy cream sauce 

 

#2 Pork Porterhouse – Seasoned port 

tenderloin chop served with a green apple 

and pineapple relish topped with a 

mustard demi-glaze 

 

#3 Pan Seared Curry Cod – Fresh white, 

flakey, cod loin encrusted in a curry paste. 

 

  Total meals ordered   

Total meals times $30 per meal              b)  
 

The above entrée will be served with roasted red skin 

potatoes, rolls & butter, a salad of mixed garden 

greens, coffee, decaf, tea, and iced tea.   Desserts: 

Double chocolate cake or cheesecake with strawberries 

http://www.hopehotel.com/

