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Hello «First», 
 

First I need to apologize for the 

lateness of the Newsletter. Tom 

has been anxiously waiting for 

me to get this to him so the 

Newsletter can be mailed out. 

As usual I was holding up the 

works. 

 

Our third reunion is now over 

and it was another successful one. I would like to thank 

Patty Cepluch and Rhonda Hampton for working the reg-

istration table. They devoted many hours to making sure 

everyone was taken care of. The guest speaker that we had 

originally scheduled to speak had to cancel two days be-

fore the reunion because of a family illness, he is Col. 

Cooper(Ret) from the Air Force Museum Foundation. I 

am sure many of you were wondering why we had a 

speaker that talked about Helicopters. Mr. Robb was 

asked at the last minute to stand in for Col. Cooper and he 

did a fine job.  

 

Our Newsletter Editor, Tom McVey, will be sending to 

you a questionnaire about the last reunion and suggestions 

you may have for future reunions. Please return these to 

us after you complete them. During the membership busi-

ness meeting on June 8, there was a suggestion that during 

the next reunion the Association members will grill-out 

for the 87th Aerial Port Squadron. We have received sev-

eral compliments about this idea and will follow through 

with this suggestion. It will be fun to grill for the members 

still serving the Squadron. We will contact the Squadron 

Commander and Chief Sean Storms to make sure this is a 

go with them. Details will follow in coming newsletters.  

 

Speaking of grill-out, the Association will grill for the 

Squadron on Saturday September 7. We are asking for all 

Association members that can make it there to arrive by 

0900 hours so we can start grilling and get everything set 

up. If you can't get on base and want to help out just let us 

know and arrangements will be made. This is a good op-

portunity for the association to be exposed to the young 

Airmen and to let them know who we are. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The generosity shown by members of the 87th Aerial Port 

Squadron Association is simply amazing and wonderful to 

see. Our member Don Newbau-

er and his wife Karen donated 

$500.00 to our Fisher House 

fund-raiser and other members 

donated another $500.00 and we 

were able to give Mr. Chris 

Stanley, Executive Director for 

the Fisher House, a total of 

$1000.00. Consider this amount 

of money and a van full of laundry detergent, paper tow-

els, tissue and other items, from a small organization such 

as your Association. Our members can be proud of the 

support they provide to the 87th APS, Fisher/Nightingale 

House, The Air Force Museum Foundation and The Spe-

cial Operations Warriors Fund. Several members were 

given a tour of the Fisher House by Chris Stanley on Sun-

day morning when the van full of supplies were delivered. 

We met with a guest in the kitchen of the Fisher House. 

He was a 2T2 (605) from Scott Air Force Base, Ill. He 

was surprised to learn of our Association and I extended 

an invitation for him to become a member. Your Associa-

tion does a whole lot of good for a whole lot of people, 

something you can truly be proud of. You have big 

Hearts, and it shows.  

 

We held elections during the membership meeting. Your 

elected Officers for the coming two years are; Charlie 

Hampton, Presi-

dent; Jim Hamp-

ton, 1st vice-

President and 

Dave Ludinich, 

2nd Vice-

President. Thank 

you for your sup-

port and we will 

do our best for 

you.  

Please remember to be at the Squadron on September 7 to 

lend a hand for the grill-out with the 87th Aerial Port 

Squadron. let’s have a good showing so the Troops that 

are still serving know how much we appreciate them.  

 

Until next time.                            Charlie 

2013 Reunion Edition 
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Charlie’s Recommended Read 

 
 When Hell Was In Ses-
sion;  by Adm. (Ret) Jeremiah 
Denton 
 
The story told by an American 
Aviator of his years as a POW 
in North Vietnam 
 

 

 

 

Hospitality Room 
The hospitality room had some great plane models and 

photographs of USAF cargo plane thanks to Jim Hamp-

ton, Terry Scott and Barry Smith.  These guys are really 

getting into the spirit of keeping the history of the 87
th

 

and the planes we worked on alive. 

 

 
 

 
 

Letter received from our  

Guest Speaker 

 
Mr. Hampton, 
 
I just wanted to take a moment to thank you very 
much for sending the Certificate of Appreciation 
for me speaking at your recent 87 APSA reun-
ion.  It was an honor to have been asked to do it, 
and it was a real pleasure to be able to speak to 
such a patriotic and dedicated group of individu-
als.  The immense pride and camaraderie was ev-
ident among all who attended.  Please pass on my 
thanks to the Association for the opportunity to 
meet with you all.  I hope to see you again some-
time. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
 
Raymond L. Robb 
 

 

 

 

Reunion Thoughts 
 

During this reunion, I felt a connection to everyone who 

attended.  Some served before me and I first met them at 

the 1st and 2nd reunions. Now, I feel a friendship with all 

of the members.   I know that our association has helped 

us remember and feel good about our service.  

  

Reunions are about reconnecting with the people we 

served with and meeting new members of the Association.  

If you have not been able to attend a reunion, then, I en-

courage you to consider attending the next reunion.   

 

 

Tom McVey  
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What I Did On My Summer Vacation 

Did you ever wonder what you would to do after re-
tiring? 

I sure did. It wasn’t that the Reserves took up so 
much of my time but  

they did allow me to go do some good things. The 
military also prepared me to work long hours under 
stressful situations, make on the spot decisions, lead 
others, and follow orders (sometimes all at the same 
time). 

I still had my civilian job but I knew that upon retir-
ing I HAD to find something challenging.  On Christ-
mas Eve of 2012 I retired and started looking for an-
ything to keep myself involved.  A good friend of 
mine had retired years earlier and was a volunteer 
for the Red Cross on a DAT (Disaster Action Team).  
A DAT are those folks that show up for house fires 
and things like that. 

I called my local chapter and told them I would like 
to become a volunteer. After meeting with several 
people at the chapter they schedule me for classes 
(Client Casework, Disaster Assessment, Psychological 
First Aid, Mass Sheltering and several others). Upon 
completion I was able to sign on as a DAT member. I 
also was asked to become a Client Caseworker in the 
office 2 days a week.  There I interview clients, help 
secure housing and financial assistance, and (some-
times arraign for Mental Health professionals to see 
them). All -in-all it is what Emergency Services does 

day in and day 
out, 24/7. So be-
tween working in 
the office as a 
caseworker and 
responding to 
local disasters I 
was getting a lot 
of hands on 
training. 

On 19 - 20 May a series of tornados struck the Okla-
homa City area causing massive damage to Shaw-

nee, Kearney, and Moore, Oklahoma. On 24 May the 
Red Cross called and asked if I could be on the 
ground in Moore the next day. So on 25 May I found 
myself in the Operations Center at Shawnee, Ok 
awaiting an assignment. After several hours pass I 
was notified that I would be a caseworker in Moore 
and was expected at the MARC (Multi Agency Re-
source Center) right away. 

My Job there was similar to what I had been doing 
back in Columbus except all the supporting agencies 
were under one roof. I interviewed victims, helped 
them identify immediate needs, provided documen-
tation for them to take to the other agencies, au-
thorized financial assistance, and helped them de-
velop recovery goals. It made for long stressful days, 
days were one had to make quick decisions, lead and 
follow orders (just like being back in the service). 

However, as stressful as the MARC had been the sit-
uation took an even worse turn when on the evening 
of 31 May; an F5 tornado bore down on our hotel 
and I found myself in a small electrical room with 15 
to 20 very frightened  youth softball players and 
their coaches and parents. I must confess that I was 
pretty scared myself and wanted nothing more than 
to just hide in the corner but seems I was still wear-
ing my Red Cross vest and suddenly found myself the 
“Bunker Commander”. Again, the years of military 
training took over: you can’t always choose when to 
lead but when the time to lead is thrust upon you, 
be prepared - step up and take control-lead. So, for 
the next several hours in that crowded, hot, and 
stinking room I told those people all about tornados, 
designated a gather point, and told stories of my mil-
itary experiences (if you can’t dazzle them with bril-



 

 

liance – baffle them with BS). Luckily the tornado 
hopped over our hotel but the winds and rain caused 
so much damage the hotel was closed I was moved 
to a shelter and then a few days later moved to the 
dorms at Oklahoma University. 

During this entire time the recovery efforts at the 
MARC never stopped. Even after escaping the torna-
do we were back to work the next morning. 

**The tornado that missed us was reported to be 3 
miles at its base and had winds of 295+ MPH. It was 
the largest and most powerful tornado ever record-
ed. The storm chasers on TV that were killed by it 
drove their vehicle into its path. 

  

I volunteer with several other groups but none as 
active as the Red Cross. 

 

 

 

 

Steve Knorr SMSgt 

USAF retired 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please help us grow 
Consider contacting your pals who are not members 

and let them know about the association.  Member-

ship forms are on the website  We will gladly mail 

out forms upon request.. 
 

Annual Dues 
Annual dues are just $20 per year. 

 

Your annual membership dues are due on the month 

in which you first joined the 87
th

 APS Association.  

Starting in October, we will again send out postcards 

in the mail. These will notify you to send in your an-

nual membership dues. 

 

 
CHARLIE - CHAMRHAM@AOL.COM 
HOME 859-261-8546  
CELL 859-468-8873 
 
BOB - CEPLUCH1150@ZOOMTOWN.COM 
HOME 513-868-7389  
CELL 513-607-1207 

   Operation Burger 2013 

7 September, 2013    9 am to 1 PM 
 

We are planning a grill out for the 87
th
 

APS guys and gals.  We will be serving 

burgers and hot dogs for lunch.  

 

Please call Bob Cepluch at 513-607-1207 

to volunteer to help us support the 87
th
 

members whom are still serving.  You can 

meet some of the newer members and greet 

some of your pals whom are still in the unit 

mailto:CHAMRHAM@AOL.COM
mailto:CEPLUCH1150@ZOOMTOWN.COM


 

 

Please complete and return this Survey  by 
August 10, 2013 
It’s time to check you info we have on file. 

Your Info we have on file is: 

 

Name            «First» «Last» 

Birth Month   «Birth_Month» 

Address         «Address» 

                     «City», «State» «Zip» 

Phone           «Phone1» 

Phone           «Phone2» 

Mail completed form to 
87

th
 Aerial Port Squadron Association 

PO Box 15585 

Covington, KY 41015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 
Email    «Email» 

 
Please list any changes below 
 
 
 

87th APS Reunion Survey 
 
This survey is being sent to all members of the 
87th APS Association.  We are trying to collect 
feedback from all our members in order to help 
us to improve the reunions that we have.   We 
hope that you will complete this short survey 
ASAP. 
 
Please circle or write in your answers 
 

1) Did you attend the 2013 reunion? 
   Yes         No 
 

2) Please rate the reunion on a scale of  
1 to 10.   1 Didn’t Enjoy,   10 Excellent 
 
1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10 
 

3) Please rate the Hospitality room displays 
on a scale of 1 to 10.  1 = needs im-
provement  10 enjoyed displays 
 
1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10 
 

4) .Please rate the food that was served on 
a scale of 1 to 10.  1 = needs improve-
ment  10 = Excellent 
 
1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10 
 

5) Please rate the master of ceremonies on 
a scale of 1 to 10.  1 = needs improve-
ment  10 = Excellent 
 
1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10 
 

6) Please rate the keynote speaker. on a 
scale of 1 to 10.  1 = needs improvement  
10 = Excellent 
 
1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10 
 

7) Will you attend the next reunion? 
Yes - looking forward to the next reunion 
Most likely 
Not sure 
No 

8)  Where do you think we should hold the 
next reunion?   ________________ 
 

9) Would you be interested in attending a 
reunion in Florida?    Yes     No 
 

10)  What month is best for a reunion? 
April    May   September   October 

11)  We are planning to sponsor a grill out for 
the 87th APS during the next reunion.  
Does this interest you?    
Yes I want to help cook 
Yes, I want to serve food 
Yes, I will help as needed 
No 

12)  How can we improve the reunions? 
_________________________________
_________________________________
______________________________ 


