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           2014 February Edition 

                    www87apsa.com     
 

     Hello Everyone. 

Here we are in 2014 al-

ready. Not possible. 

We were just 21 yes-

terday! The Thanks-

giving and Christmas 

Holiday seem so far in 

the past but I pray eve-

ryone and your fami-

lies had a good Holiday season. 

Several months have passed since our last 

correspondence and there is much to cover.   

 

It is never an easy 

thing to report the loss 

of a member of our 

Association but sadly 

I must do so. Sally 

Brown passed away 

on January 16, 2014. 

Those of us that knew 

Sally remember her 

fondly. Sally was an 

energy force of optimism, a dedicated pro-

fessional, a good friend to everyone and a 

lover of life. Sally loved the Air Force and 

the 87th APS.  I remember Sally wanted to 

join the Association early on but she 

wanted to wait until she could have mem-

ber number 87. Our thoughts and prayers 

remain with Sally’s family and friends.  

     Our 2014 reunion dates have been set 

for September, 4 – 7 at the Hope Hotel. We 

are going to do things a little differently 

this year. Instead of having a Saturday 

evening banquet dinner we will be spend-

ing Saturday with the 87th APS. Our plans 

are still on-going but we will Grill-Out 

lunch for the Troops and their families and 

then spend the afternoon at the Squadron. 

We will try to coordinate with the Wing to 

arrange a tour of a C-17 Aircraft. The rea-

son for this type of reunion is two-fold.  

     1. Is to make the Association better 

known within the Squadron and  

     2.  Invite more members of the Squad-

ron to join the Association. We have found 

that when the Association partners with the 

Squadron for our annual grill-out in Sep-

tember of every year we are well received 

by the Troops. Members and their spouses 

can cook for, serve and socialize with the 

Troops at the reunion.       This will also 

give us good exposure within the Wing. 

This idea was discussed at the business 

meeting of the reunion in June 2013 and 

we decided to move forward with planning. 

We will still have our hospitality room at 

the Hope Hotel where we all congregate 

and socialize. Cost to members will also be 

much lower because we will not incur the 

costs associated with the Banquet Dinner.  

2014 Reunion Presidents Message 
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     We also discussed the possibility of 

scheduling breakfasts for members in the 

three large metropolitan areas Cincinnati, 

Columbus and Dayton in the spring but re-

alized that with all of the coordinating and 

planning that goes into a reunion we 

simply would not have the time or re-

sources to effectively accomplish this. 

Hopefully in the future we can schedule 

breakfast or lunch meetings so members 

can meet and socialize.   

 

     More information will be published in 

the coming newsletters and emails with 

better details of the reunion in September. 

You may be wondering why the reunion is 

in September instead of early summer 

months. Feedback from members indicated 

to us that a later reunion date is better be-

cause of High School Graduations, College 

Graduations and weddings which are typi-

cally in June. The months of July and Au-

gust were dismissed as too hot so we set-

tled on September. Our sincere desire is to 

schedule the best reunion dates for the best 

possible experience for our members. 

 

 

  

   Treasurer Bob 

Cepluch is plan-

ning and schedul-

ing the annual 

audit of the 

books with Sec-

retary Terry Scott 

and the audit 

committee. Re-

sults of the audit 

will be published in the next newsletter. 

We are fortunate to have Bob as our Treas-

urer. Bob is conscientious and diligent and 

insists on perfection. We should expect no 

less from the person responsible for your 

money.  

 

     
 The Fisher House will hold their annual 

“All American Evening” at the Air Force  

Museum on April 26th Please see the ac-

companying letter from the Fisher House 

regarding donations for this event. The As-

sociation will make a donation. They are 

asking individuals for their support as well 

so if you care to make a donation please 

mail your donation to 87th APSA, P. O. 

Box 15585, Covington, Ky. 41015 and we 

will include your donation with the Associ-

ations. Please mail your donations by April 

15th. 

 

That’s all for now.  Until next Time. 

     Charlie  

 

Our 2014 Reunion  

September, 4 – 7  

at the Hope Hotel 
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HONOR FLIGHT 

By Charlie Hampton 

 
     On October 22, 2013 I had the honor and privi-

lege to accompany my Brother Harvey on an 

Honor Flight to Washington, D.C., as his Guard-

ian. The Guardian is the person assigned to a Vet-

eran for the entire 

day. The honor 

Flight belongs to 

the Veteran and 

the Guardian is to 

make sure that 

the Veteran’s 

every need is 

taken care of.  

The flight of ap-

proximately 150 

Veterans and 

their Guardians 

assembled at the 

Cincinnati/North-

ern Kentucky International Airport (CVG) at 0600 

hours. 

 

     We were expedited through the security areas 

and taken directly to the airplane. As the plane 

was taxiing across the ramp the Airport Fire De-

partment had arches of water spraying over each 

side of the 

aircraft and 

Ramp Per-

sonnel 

were cheer-

ing, waving 

American 

flags and 

saluting the 

Veterans. 

This same 

scene 

greeted us 

upon our 

arrival at 

Reagan National Airport in Arlington, Virginia. 

As the Veterans were escorted through the Airport 

to the buses they were given a hero’s welcome. 

Everyone wanted to shake their hands and thank 

them for their service. The appreciation the people 

there were showing the Veterans was very emo-

tional for all of the Veterans.  

     Upon arrival at the designated area we were 

loaded onto buses and departed the airport for the 

very first stop of the day: 

     The Marine 

Corps War Memo-

rial.  Also known 

as the “Iwo Jima 

Memorial”. Gaz-

ing upon the Me-

morial Harvey and 

I spoke about the 

sacrifices made by 

the U S Marine 

Corps, not only on 

Iwo Jima but 

throughout the Pa-

cific Theatre of 

War and indeed 

every conflict that 

America has been 

involved in. The 

proud History of 

the Corps is illus-

trated with this 

Monument to 

them. We departed 

the Marine Corps War Memorial with much antic-

ipation of stop number two: 

 

     The Tomb of the 

Unknowns. The chang-

ing of the Guard at the 

Tomb of the Unknown 

Soldier is something 

that every American 

should witness. Awe-

Inspiring are the only 

words to express what 

Harvey and I felt as we 

witnessed the “Old 

Guard’s” ceremony.              

Reflecting Pool  

and Washington Monument 

Marine Corps  

War Memorial 

Lincoln Memorial Guards at Tomb of 

Unknown Soldier 



#14 February  2014                  87th APS Association Aerial Reporter                         Page 4 

The Pride and Dedication of the Soldiers was felt 

by everyone as we watched this beautiful cere-

mony. Our Honor Flight group was surprised 

when the Sergeant of the Guard honored our Vet-

erans by permitting one of our Veterans to assist 

him with laying a Wreath at the Tomb. Harvey 

and I talked about when Washington, D.C. is shut-

down, these men are on duty, no matter the 

weather, 24/7, 365, walking their Post. We de-

parted the Tomb of the Unknowns for stop number 

three: 

 

     The Air Force 

Memorial. This was 

the first time that 

Harvey and I had 

visited the Air Force 

Memorial. There are 

three stainless steel 

spires that soar to a 

height of 270 feet 

and represent con-

trails of the Air 

Force Thunderbirds 

as they disperse in a 

“bomb burst maneu-

ver”. Upon a wall at 

the Memorial are 

the names of every Airman that was awarded our 

nation’s highest honor, The Medal of Honor. 

Among those names we found A1C William H. 

Pitsenbarger who was from Dayton Ohio. We all 

recognize the name Pitsenbarger. The dining facil-

ity at WPAFB 

is named in 

his honor. The 

Air Force Me-

morial over-

looks the Pen-

tagon and in 

the distance 

we could see 

Washington, 

D.C. We lin-

gered at the 

Air Force me-

morial while 

everyone en-

joyed a box 

lunch. After lunch we boarded our bus and de-

parted Virginia as we crossed the river into Wash-

ington, D.C. for stop number four: 

     The World War II Memorial. Located on the 

National Mall between the Lincoln Memorial and 

the Washington Monument, this Memorial is 

every bit as impressive and beautiful as advertised, 

and BIG. This Memorial honors the 16 million 

that served in the Armed Forces of the United 

States, the 400 thousand that died and everyone at 

home that supported the War effort. There are 56 

tall white pillars, each pillar bears the name of one 

of the 48 states and 8 territories. Located there 

also is a Freedom Wall decorated with 4,043 Gold 

Stars. One Star represents 100 soldiers who died 

in the service of their country. We thought of our 

Uncle William Hampton who was Killed in Ac-

tion onboard the USS Plunkett at Anzio Italy. We 

knew he was represented in one of those stars. 

This is an absolutely beautiful Memorial. Our visit 

at the WWII Memorial lasted about 1.1/2 hours. 

Then we boarded the bus for stop number five: 

 

        
Korean War Memorial 

     The Korean War Memorial is located on the 

National Mall very near the Lincoln Memorial. 

This Memorial is the one that I was looking for-

ward to the most.  My brothers Bob and Harvey 

served in the Korean War and Harvey was 

Air Force Memorial 

WWII Memorial 
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wounded during the last big battle of that war, 

Pork Chop Hill. This memorial is dedicated to the 

5.8 million Americans that served their country 

during this three year conflict, 1950 – 1953 and 

the 54 thousand that died and the 103 thousand 

that were wounded. The memorial has 19 stainless 

steel statues that represent 14 Army, 3 Marine, 1 

Navy and 1 Air Force member. They are about 7 

feet tall. The represented troops are all wearing 

their ponchos that cover them and their equipment 

and the ponchos seem to be blowing in the cold 

winds of a Korean winter. The faces on the statues 

are all somber but alert and look very real. I won-

dered what Harvey was thinking while he studied 

this Memorial and if his thoughts were 60 years in 

the past on some frozen battlefield. I left Harvey 

with his thoughts for awhile and my thoughts were 

of the pride that my family has for the service of 

my two brothers and how thankful we are that 

God had returned them to us.  

 

 
Honor Guard Statues  

at the Air Force Memorial 

 

It was now getting late in the day, shadows were 

long and we were all looking forward to that spe-

cial time of day…Chow Time. But we were miss-

ing one of our number. A WWII Veteran was no 

were to be found. The people in charge enlisted 

the help of the National Park Service and word 

went out on their radios to assist in locating him. 

And they did. This old Veteran was found by the 

Park Police at the Jefferson Memorial!! If you are 

familiar with D C you know that the Jefferson Me-

morial is a long way from the Korean Memorial. 

There is no direct route unless you swim the tidal 

basin. I estimate that he walked 1.1/2 miles. Quite 

a distance for a gentleman in advanced years. Har-

vey and I joked that upon seeing his Memorial he 

had a flashback and for awhile there he was back 

with General Patton rolling across Germany. 

 

     We collected our missing Veteran and were off 

once again to enjoy dinner at a Buffet Restaurant 

in Virginia. We ate, relaxed and had a chance to 

speak with others in our group for awhile then 

boarded our buses for the short trip to Reagan Na-

tional Airport for our return flight home.  

 

 

     At Reagan National the Veterans were once 

again greeted as the heroes they are. At the gate 

they were treated to 1940’s style music and danc-

ing, compliments of the USO.  

 

     When we arrived back home at CVG it was 

about 2200 hours. The Veterans were told there 

would be a welcoming committee to greet them. 

They were all tired from the long day’s   activities 

but that changed very quickly. The welcoming 

committee was a crowd of 300 – 400 people gath-

ered there to greet them and welcome them home. 

There was an Honor Guard from the Sons of the 

American Revolution, a Bagpipe Corps,  Repre-

sentatives from the American Legion and a contin-

gent from the Air National Guard. But the thing 

that warmed their hearts the most were the throngs 

of people from the community that were there. 

They hollered and cheered and shook the hand of 

every Veteran. These Veterans stood ram rod 

straight with tears in their eyes as they walked 

through this large crowd of their fellow Ameri-

cans.  It was an honor for me to walk with them.  

 

     This Honor Flight was an experience Harvey 

and I will cherish forever. Personally, I was hon-

ored and truly humbled to have had the oppor-

tunity to spend a day with these proud, honorable 

and brave American Veterans. America’s finest.  
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Honor Flight Information 
     For those in the local area that would like to 

support Honor Flight the following is the contact 

information.  

Honor Flight Dayton 

Web Site: Honorflightday-

ton.org 

Phone: 937-322-4448 

Email: hfdoffice@woh.rr.com 

 

 

 

Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky 

Honor Flight Tri-State 

Web Site: honorflighttristate.org 

Phone: 513-489-2022 

Email: honor-flight@hotmail.com 

     If you know someone that is a World War II or 

Korean War Veteran and that Veteran would like 

to make this trip or if you would like to participate 

as a Guardian, please contact the appropriate 

Honor Flight Organization above. I am not sure 

what the cost is for a Guardian in Dayton but the 

Tri-State cost is $350.00. There is no cost for the 

Veteran. 

  

     The Honor Flight is a fun and rewarding experi-

ence. You do not have to know a Veteran to be a 

Guardian. You will be assigned a Veteran for the day. 

If you cannot make a trip as a Guardian the Honor 

Flight Organizations accept monetary donations as 

well. You can imagine the cost to make just one 

Honor Flight; Airplane Charter, Buses, Meals, Wheel 

Chairs, a Guardian for every Veteran.   Please help 

them out if you can 
 

Ancestry.com  Research 
     Over the past few months, I became inter-

ested in learning more about my family his-

tory.  I asked my mother and aunt.  They knew 

parts of the family history but it had never 

been written down.   I signed up for a free ac-

count on ancestry.com and started to do some 

researching.  In a few hours, I was able to 

trace back to my. 5th grandfather who was 

born in 1725.  I also had two relatives that 

served in the Revolutionary War. The free 

software is great for graphing out the mem-

bers in your family. 

 

      I checked with Harvey Hampton and he 

helped me print out and research in ances-

try.com.  Thanks Harvey.      Tom McVey 

  

 
 

UTA SCHEDULE 

 

2014 Scarlet Grey 

Jan 4-5 11-12 

Feb 8-9 22-23 

Mar 8-9 15-16 

Apr 5-6 12-13 

May 3-4 17-18 

Jun 7-8 21-22 

Jul 12-13 19-20 

Aug 2-3 16-17 

Sep 6-7 13-14 

  

mailto:hfdoffice@woh.rr.com
mailto:honor-flight@hotmail.com
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Senior Master Ser-
geant Sally L. 
Brown 

 

Sunrise October 
31, 1945 – Sunset 
January 16, 2014 

 

     Sally L. Brown 
resided in Colum-
bus, Ohio for the 
past 30-plus years 

and was a faithful member of New Sa-
lem Missionary Baptist Church under the 
pastorate of Dr. Keith A. Troy. Sally was 
preceded in death by her beloved par-
ents, Douglas and Sally Branham of 
Wheeling, West Virginia, and her former 
husband, Ralph Brown of Anderson 
South Carolina. Left to cherish her 
memory are: sister, Joan D. Branham of 
Harlem, New York; brother, Douglas 
Larry Branham (Beverly) of Weirton, 
West Virginia; devoted friend, Charles 
‘Chip’ Carolina of Columbus, Ohio; and a 
host of nephews, nieces, cousins and 
friends. 
 

     Sally was born, raised and educated 
in Wheeling, West Virginia and among a 
long list of achievements, Sally and her 
sister, Joan, were the first Black Cheer-
leaders at Clay Jr. High School in 
Wheeling. Sally went on to become the 
first Black Drum Majorette at Wheeling 
High School. She traveled to New York 
City to perform in the 1964-1965 World’s 
Fair, and moved there shortly afterward 
to work in the finance department at 
Macy’s Department Store, and later Mor-
gan Guarantee Trust, prior to relocating 
to Columbus. 
 

     Sally worked at the State Department 
of Development and owned and oper-
ated her own fitness and exercise busi-
ness, “Sally Brown’s Body Repair”.  
 

 
 
     During this same period of her life, 
Sally Brown enlisted in the United States 
Air Force as a reservist and later be-
came an active duty Airman. Following 
25 years of distinguished service she re-
tired with honors, as a Senior Master 
Sergeant. However, she was not all work 
and no play, she A-K-A ‘Brown Sugar’ 
found great delight in riding her motorcy-
cle as a proud member of the Buffalo 
Soldiers motorcycle club, New Jersey 
chapter. 
 

     Sally’s personal and professional 
achievements have touched the lives of 
many, both young and old, and will leave 
an indelible mark that can be referenced 
as they press forward in their own jour-
ney toward grace. 
 

     Many of us knew Sally.  She worked 
in Special Handling and Passenger Ser-
vices.   We will miss her friendly face 
and warm smile. 
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     In December many of our members 

attended the 2013 Christmas party at the unit.   

There were decorated MHE, drinks good food 

and a breif time to vist with our pals that are 

still serving. 

 

 
       Mike                   Robin 

 

 
     Beth            Tom  June    Mike Robin 

 
                       Charlie 

 

 
              Tracy                            Tom 

     

We saw many of our members and their 

families.    

 

     Going to the squardon events helps us stay 

connected to the members who are still 

serving.  There have been a lot of retirements 

and the unit has many new faces.  We are 

looking forward to seeing some of them 

during the upcoming reunion.   It will during 

a UTA weekend, and we are hoping to share 

a few drinks in the hospitality room. 

 
 


