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      A lot of you 87th APS and 87 APS Association members know of a few of 
the Hampton family members.  Brother Harvey and I joined the 87th in mid May 
1977.  We were almost charter members.  Within a couple of years, I had 
recruited three more brothers and my oldest son Jimmy.  Charlie’s son Robert 
is currently serving in the 87th APS.  Over the years, a total of seven Hamptons 
served in the 87th.  There are 8 more Hamptons that I would like to tell you 
about.  My 4th great granddad served in the Revolutionary War.  Then going 
back to the Spanish-American war era, my granddad served in the Philippines 
just one year after the war ended.  One of my uncles was my mother’s brother 
by the name of Helton.  So, fourteen Hamptons and one Helton served.  Ten of 
the fourteen served in the AIR FORCE.  Total years served for all of us is 177 
years and counting.  I would like to share with you a little information on each 
family member.                           
                                                                                            James G Hampton 

 
1776 

 
 

 

First would be George Hampton.  He 
enlisted in 1776 into the 10th Virginia 
regiment.  He was a 4th great granddad.  
 

No picture available 
 
 
 

 
1890’s 

 
Second would be my granddad,  
Hiram W. Hampton.   
 
He enlisted a year after the Spanish-
American war and spent a year in the 
Philippines as a private in the Kentucky 
2nd infantry regiment.  He passed away 
on 12 July 1941. 
 

No picture available 
  



1940’s 
 

Third are my 3 uncles who served in WWII 
 
 

William Robert Hampton 
Torpedoman's Mate, Third Class 
 
He enlisted right after Pearl Harbor.  He was serving 
aboard the destroyer USS Plunkett in the battle for 
Anzio, Italy on January 24, 1944, a German JU-88 
bomber dropped a 550-pound bomb on the ship and 
killed 53 including my uncle.  He was 30 years old.  
He is buried in the Independence, Kentucky 
cemetery.  The ship survived and later served in the 
6 June '44 invasion of Normandy. 
 

TORPEDOMAN--Maintains and repairs torpedoes, 
torpedo parts, control mechanisms, and torpedo 

equipment including directors and air compressor systems. Handles and 
maintains depth charges. Tests, operates, and repairs hydraulic release gears 
and release tracks. 
 

 
 

 

James E Hampton 
Major 
 
(my namesake) enlisted right out of high school in 
1941. The Army Air Force wouldn't let him fly because 
he only had a high school education.  So, he joined 
the Canadian Air Force, got his wings and then 
enlisted in the US AAF.  He flew numerous aircraft, 
bombers and transports including the C-47 and C-54.  
He flew both aircraft in the Berlin Airlift.  He retired in 
1961 and worked at Fort Ord Calfornia as a base 
operations officer (civilian).  He passed away in 
February 1987 at age 68. 

  



1940’s 

 
 

Robert Lee Helton 
Tech5 
 

Enlisted in the army at Fort Thomas Kentucky on 4 
March 1941 at age 23.  After a year of training he 
shipped out to the Middle East on 30 April 1942 and 
fought in Morocco and Tunisia.  Then north to Sicily 
Italy, into southern France and on into Germany 
where he fought all over central Europe.  Most of this 
time he served under General Patton.  He spent time 
as a machine gunner. He spent 3 years and three 
months overseas.  He returned to the US on 4 August 
1945 and was discharged on 8 August 1945.  He 

served 4 years 5 months and 5 days.  He married a short time after he got 
home.  When uncle Bob returned home and would come to visit he would 
remember the horror he had been thru and cry uncontrollably.  I was 7/8 years 
old and of course didn't understand until much later.  Uncle would go on to work 
for Kahns meats in Cincinnati for 30 years as a meat cutter.  He passed away 
on 9 November 2006 at age 88. 
 
 

1950’s 

 

Wade B Hampton 
Airman 1st Class (E4) 
 
Joined the Air Force in October, 1951.  He waited 
until then because he wanted to join with brother Bob 
who would turn 17 on 27 September.  Wade took 
basic training at Lackland AFB Texas.  From basic 
he went to Air Police school at camp Gordon 
Georgia.  From camp Gordon he received orders for 
Germany where he spent the next 42 months.  Wade 
never came home on leave so we didn’t see him in 
all that time.  Wade was discharged in October 1955.  
He later married and had two daughters.  Wade 

passed away in June 1997 at age 64. 



1950’s 

 
 

Robert D Hampton 
Staff Sargent (E5) 
 
Bob joined the Air Force in October 1951 with Brother 
Wade.  They took basic together at Lackland AFB 
Texas.  They went their separate ways and didn’t see 
one another for about 5 years.  Bob went on to train 
as a medic.  He served at about a half dozen bases 
in the US.  In late 1952 he got orders to go to Korea 
and arrived there in the spring of 1953.  In 1959, Bob 
served a second tour of Korea.  He would also go on 
and serve two tours in Vietnam.  Bob was discharged 
in October 1971 after serving 20 years.   

 
He moved to Nashville Tennessee and put his country song writing to good use.  
He wrote for Loretta Lynn for a number of years and she recorded one of his 
songs.  Hank Williams Jr also recorded one.  Bob had over 300 written and 
copy written.  Bob was the rascal of the family and kept you in stiches when he 
was around.  In the late 90s he moved back to Kentucky to be with family.  Bob 
was married several times and had 3 children.  Bob passed away in February 
2003 at age 69, 
  



1950’s 

 
 

Harvey L Hampton  
Technical Sergeant (E6) 
 
Harvey joined the Army in October 1952 and went to 
Ft Eustis Virginia for basic training.  He stayed there 
after basic for an 8 week leadership school and 
shortly after the school, he received orders for Korea.  
He was serving with the 7th Division, 17th Regiment, 
Charlie Company when he went into combat on Pork 
Chop Hill.  On 9 July 1953, he was wounded.  Shortly 
after he was sent to a hospital in Sasebo Japan 
where he stayed for 5 weeks.  The truce was signed 
18 days after he was wounded. 

 
Harvey returned to Korea in October ’53 where he stayed until returning to the 
US in august 1954.  At that time he was sent to Ft Knox Kentucky where he 
remained until discharge in October 1955.  Fast forward 22 years to May 1977.  
At age 43 Harvey and Jim joined the 87th APS.  He had 3 years Army time and 
about 17 years in the 87th.Harvey has been married for 59 years and has three 
daughters, numerous grandchildren and great grands. 
  



1950’s 

 
 

James G Hampton 
Technical Sergeant (E6) 
 
At age 17 and 9 days on 12 sept 1955, I enlisted in 
the Air Force and was sent to Sampson AFB NY for 
basic training.  Sampson opened at the start of the 
Korean War and closed in 1956.  After basic on 8 
December 1955, I received orders for Travis AFB CA 
with and the 1501st Air Terminal Squadron, today 
they are known as Aerial Port Squadrons.  I was 
assigned to Traffic Control/Weight and Balance 
section (now ATOC) where I would spend the next 20 
months.  As I learned the business, so to speak 

including working weight & balance on 6 different aircraft the C-47 C-54 C-97 
C-118 C-131 and the Navy R7V(Air Force C-121,THE CONNIE).  These were 
all Propeller aircraft, no Jets. Weight and balance on the Globemaster 2 and 
the C-124 was performed by the loadmaster. I really enjoyed my time at Travis.  
I visit the area every two years or so. 
 
In August ’57, I received orders for Hickam AFB Hawaii which was still a territory 
and didn’t become a state until 1959.  I arrived on 1 September and turned 19 
two days later.  Once again I was assigned to Traffic.  For the next two years I 
worked in several other departments including the new cargo control section 
(COMPUTERS).  Some of them were 8 to10 feet long and 6 to 8 feet high.  
While there, I turned 21 and got married at Hickam’s chapel #1 in Sept 1958.  
As great as Hawaii was I decided to test the waters on the outside.  Two years 
later I returned to Travis for discharge.  We returned to Kentucky and started a 
family. 
 
In May 1977 along with my brother Harvey we joined the 87th.  I was 40 years 
old.  I became NCOIC of academic training and worked a lot in ATOC and was 
1st SGT for a while.  My total time in AF was about 15 years.  I am widowed 
now.  My wife was killed crossing the street in October 1995.  We had 8 children.  
Now, I have 13 grandchildren and 2 greats.  I retired in 2001 and my hobby is 
traveling. 
  



1960’s 
 
 

Barry G Hampton 
Technical Sergeant (E6) 
 
Enlisted in the Army in January 1960 and took basic 
training at Ft Knox Kentucky.  From basic he went to 
school for intelligence clerk at Ft Meade Maryland.  
Afterwards he was sent to Germany.  Later he 
served at three stateside bases.  In 1978, he joined 
the 87th.  He served as a chaplain’s assistant at 
Wright Patterson.   
 

 
 
Barry had a varied career in the military serving in active army, Army Reserves, 
Army Guard, Navy Reserves, and finally the USAF Reserves for a total of about 
35 years.  He has 3 children and is still working. 
 
 

 

David F Hampton 
Senior Airman (E4) 
 
Enlisted in the army in May of 1967 and had basic 
training at Ft Jackson SC.  Dave served at two bases 
in lower 48 and at Ft Wainwright AK.  After 3 years 
he was discharged at Ft Sill OK.  He joined the 87th 
in July 1977 and stayed two years for a total of 5 
years military time.  Dave has 4 children and is 
retired. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  



1970’s 
 

 

Charles A Hampton 
Master Sergeant (E7) 
 
Enlisted in the army in October 1970 and had basic 
at Ft Leonard Wood MO.  From basic went to AIT at 
Ft Lee VA.  Went to Germany in March 1971 until 
October 1973 where he served in the 115th AGD 
Postal unit.  His next assignment was at Scohfield 
Barracks in Hawaii until March 1977.   
 
Charlie left the army on 5 December 1977 and joined 
the 87th about a week later and served for 23 years.  
Charlie had 7 years in the army plus his AFRES time 

for a total of 30 years and retired from the 87th in December 2008.  He is 
married and has 4 children and is still working. 
 
 
 
Next three to serve are two of my sons, Jimmy who was in the 87th, my son 
Mark who was in the marines for 4 years.  And Charlie’s son Rob who is 
currently serving in the 87th 
 
 
 

James A Hampton 
Staff Sergeant (E5) 
 
Jimmy joined the 87th in 1978 and attended Air Cargo 
Tech School at Shepherd AFB TX.  At the 87th he 
worked for Larry Sutherland in MHE.  He served 6 
years.  Jimmy is married and is still a police officer.  
He is also the oldest of my 8 children.  Three of his 
brothers serve as police officers. 
 
  



1970’s 

 
 

Mark M Hampton 
Corporal 
 
Enlisted in the Marines in 1979 and had basic at 
Parris Island SC. From there he went to 29 Palms 
California.  Mark was in an infantry company and had 
cold weather survival training in Norway twice and 
also Mt Fuji Japan. He also had Jungle warfare 
training in Okinawa.   
 
Mark was discharged from the Marines in June of 
1983 and took a job in law enforcement where he still 
serves today.  He lost several friends in the fall of 

1983 bombing of the Marine barracks in Lebanon.  Mark is married and has 3 
children. 
 
 
 

2000’s 

 
 

 
Robert W Hampton 
Staff Sergeant (E5) 
 
Rob joined the 87th in November 2004 and has been 
in cargo since that time. He deployed to Qatar for six 
months in January 2011.  Rob is the youngest of the 
Hamptons who have served and still serving.  He is 
married and has 4 children. 
  



 

Closing comments, 

 
Serving in the US Military is a great experience.  Wartime has many perils and 
some service member unfortunately have to pay the final price.  We as a free 
nation should honor all the people who serve, honor and protect our country. 
 
The Hampton families are a truly dedicated group of military members and we 
in the 87th APS Association are proud to serve with and count them as our 
friends. 
 
I thank James G. Hampton for sharing the history of his ancestors, uncles, 
brothers, children and nephews with us.   I urge you to consider leading a effort 
to help your family members create a short Military history for your family 
members.  It is a great way to preserve our history.  I will be glad to help you 
put together a document like this “Hampton Remembrance”. 
 
 
Tom McVey 
87th APS Association 
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