
   

87th  APS Association Aerial Reporter      Newsletter Dec 6, 2019      87apsa@gmail.com     www.87apsa.com      Page 1 

 

Hello Everyone, 

 

 

The time for reunion planning is upon us once again. 

Next year we will reunion at the Hilton Cincinnati 

Airport in Florence, Ky. 41042. Please see the reun-

ion page in the following Newsletter where you will 

find all pertinent information concerning the reun-

ion. Going forward we will hold Association reun-

ions every two years instead of annually. During the 

off years we will have member breakfast or lunches. 

This will have an impact on the amount of money 

we raise every year for the Fisher House but hope-

fully we can explore other opportunities to make-up 

the difference. 

Several months have gone-by since the last Newslet-

ter. This has been a year of many travels and life 

changing events. Rhonda and I were in Hawaii for 2 

weeks in April, I retired on August 1, then Florida, 

Sampson Air Force Base reunion in New York state, 

my Army reunion in Nashville,  

 

 

 

 

and I spent 10 days on a Space-A trip to Europe with 

Tom McVey and Jim Williamson. I think McVey 

traveled more than I did this year. 

We held a breakfast for members in Columbus, Day-

ton and Cincinnati and I think we had pretty good 

attendance at each one. Thanks to Keith Cline for 

sponsoring the Dayton breakfast and Steve Knorr for 

sponsoring the Columbus breakfast.  

Please remember that membership dues are to be 

paid by April 15 th of every year. Dues amount is 

still only $20.00 per year. Our membership numbers 

have slipped to a pretty low number and we would 

like to get our numbers back up. If you know of 

someone that has let their membership lapse please 

gently encourage them to renew their dues next year. 

 The 87 TH APS has requested Association mem-

bers, as judges, for the Port Dog Competitions they 

will hold during the year 2020. We will notify you 

when we have the dates of the competition. Our 

members have judged two separate competitions and 

I can tell you they are a lot of fun and you may be 

surprised at all the knowledge you have maintained 

of our AFSC and it’s also good to visit with the 

Commander and the troops. Please consider joining 

us for these competitions. The Association Officers 

and I wish each and every one of you and your fami-

lies a Happy Thanksgiving and Merry Christmas. 

And we hope that the New Year will bring you only 

happiness and Joy. 

 Until Next Time, 

Charlie 

87th APS 

Association 
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Space Available  Adventure, Ohio to Germany 
by Tom McVey 
Jim Williamson, Charlie Hampton and I decided it 
was time to pack some clothes and head out on a 
space A adventure.  We started by making sure we 
all had passports, current military ID cards and most 
importantly, permission to take a trip to be gone for 
an uncertain number of weeks to Europe.  We set a 
departure date of 15 October.  We checked the 
flight schedules out of WPAFB starting around the 
13th of October.  They had a flight on the 16th that 
went to McGuire.   
October 16: We showed up at the pax terminal on 
the 16th at 0900 and let them know we wanted to 
fly space A to McGuire and Ramstein.  The pax ter-
minal checked our registrations and gave us parking 
pass forms; we parked our cars on the long term 
parking area.   The roll call time was three hours pri-
or to take off.  They took out to the plane in a small 
van and then we got ear plugs and a pax briefing.  
The radios on the plane were not working properly 
and we waited on the C-17 as the aircrew and the 
radio maintenance crews tried to fix the radios.  
After a three hour delay we were taken back into 
the pax terminal area.  This is the part of Space A 
travel where you have to be flexible.  Around 5 pm 
they rescheduled the flight for noon on the 17th.  
Charlie and I checked on base, but no rooms were 
available.  We stayed at the Red Roof Inn just off 
base.  Jim drove home and returned the next morn-
ing. 

October 17: It had been 12 years 
since I had flown on a military 
plane.  The C-17 only carried 5 
space A pax, the plane taxied out 
and began a short take off roll.   
The loadmaster did an engine & 
wing scan as the plane climbed 
up to cruise altitude.  I was able 
to go up to the cockpit to see the 
pilots and the view as the plane cruised at over 500 
MPH toward McGuire. After landing at McGuire, the 
pax bus took us into the passenger terminal.  It felt 
good to be given a royal treatment.  It made us 
think of the days we worked to serve passengers. 
We had about two hours till the roll call for a C-5 
flight to Mildenhall and Ramstein. We got marked 

as present for the flight; then we relaxed in the USO 
area.  They had plenty of recliners and about 44 pax 
waiting to hop on the C-5.  The 4 PM roll call was 
easy, everyone was allowed to fly. Around 7 PM we 
went through the x-ray scanners and were trans-
ported out to the hot spot.  The C-5 had some rock-
et fuel on board and a waver had to be issued to 
allow passengers on the flight.  We boarded on the 
left side of the C-5 by going up a single set of stairs.  
We then went up the internal ladder to the passen-
ger area.  We sat down in row 11 and all was good. 
Then Jim Williamson said, guys, lets move back one 
row and we can sit in the emergency aisle.  We will 
have more leg room.  It sounded good so as we flew 
along, we noticed that it was cold.  It was cold cause 
some airflow was in that aisle.  Jim had the bulk-
head seat and the cold air was directly on him, then 
onto us.  Jim tried to block it with Tom’s coat. Tom 
was freezing and took the coat back from Jim.  
Bottom line stay out of the emergency aisle when 
flying on the C-5.   
October 18: It was a short 6 hours to Mildenhall, we 
got off the plane while they off loaded and on load-
ed.  Some pax go off and a few new pax got on.  We 
moved back one row and enjoyed the warmth on 
the one hour ride to Ramstein.  After landing at 
Ramstein, we checked in the on-base for $77 per 
night. We then stayed up all day and planned on 
getting a car and starting our European Vacation.  
October 19: We took a taxi off base to Ramstein Vil-
lage. We rented a car from the AFRC Car Rental. 
This worked out to be about $100 each For a week. 
Our first destination was the Dachau Concentration 
Camp just north west of Munich. After that we were 
free to go anywhere. We didn’t have any hotel res-
ervations to tie us down. We had a full take of gas 
and plenty of time to enjoy ourselves. We went into 
the camp and saw the exhibits about how Dachau 
was set up and run from 1933-1945. This place is a 
reminder of the horrible events that were going on 
in Germany.  It was a somber time for us as we saw 
what the camp prisoners went through.  We then 
drove into Munich and ate at the Haufbrau house.  
The restaurant is massive and has both indoor and 
outdoor seating. After the beer arrived.  I went on 
hotels.com and picked a hotel in Starnberg, GE.  We 
arrived to this 150 year old hotel and rested for the 
night. 
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Travels of the three blind mice. (Jim Williamson) 
This is the second leg of our space available adven-
ture to Germany by Jim Williamson, Charlie Hamp-
ton and Tom McVey. I could easily rename it the 
travels of the three blind mice. 
     My leg of adventure will take you to the castles 
of Neuswanstien, both in the Kings Castle and the 
queens castle not far down the mountain. 
    Before the castle, we got lost in Munich saw some 
pretty buildings and the Olympic site which was in-
teresting. Tom had the route to the Haufbrau fig-
ured out by using his maps on his phone. We spent 
over half an hour to find a parking place which you 
couldn’t park a Volkswagen beetle in, then walking 
three dark that alleys when we could have walked 
down the main street. Three Americans on a dark 
alley,  half the city Muslim population, not so fun 
but we got there OK. 
    The next morning from Starnberg,Germany we 
headed for the castles, seeing a beautiful church on 
the way in the Queens parking lot, where Tom got a 
phone call from the hotel requesting that he return 
the room keys. The keys of the Starnberg hotel 
room were in his pocket,  Tom insisted on returning 
them to the hotel, 1.5 hours away, which meant me 
and Charlie spent three hours touring the Queens 
castle and looking at the beautiful countryside, 
waiting on Tom to return. I would have sent the 
keys back by mail. 
   With Tom back, a small meal of bratwurst and on-
to Garmisch, what beautiful countryside on the 
way. I was station in Bad Tolz for three months in 
1964 attached to the special forces and made a trip 
to Garmisch twice a week during that time. The 
town has really modernized since then with the 
General Patton Hotel, that is there now. We spent 
the night at the hotel and met a waitress there, he 
said the number one thing she wanted in life was to 
finish her green card work and get a sponsor so she 
could get to America and live here. ( Makes you 
wonder when you live in America, why people bad-
mouth America) 
     The next day we conquered the mountain Zug-
spetize. It was more modern than the way I remem-
ber it, the train ride was so steep it felt like a roller 
coaster at Lake Erie. It’s absolutely beautiful from 

the summit looking down,  it was very cold up there 
unless you were standing close to an elk, what hap-
pens on the mountain stays on the mountain. We 
had a great time. 
     The next 
morning on to 
Austria, Then 
Lichtenstein 
and on to Swit-
zerland. Swit-
zerland has to 
be the prettiest 
place on planet 
Earth. We 
stopped at a 
place called Lau-
terbrunnen. It 
had a gorgeous 
waterfall that 
was about 1000 
feet tall coming 
down the side 
of the moun-
tain. The town 
was so pretty, 
we stayed 
about 3 hours 
then went on to Murren. Don’t miss Laterbrunnen 
or Murren if you go to Europe. Garmish would finish 
in third place, way behind these places for beauty. 
     Murren was a place words can’t describe, it sets 
up about 9 thousand ft and the clouds are gor-
geous! From this town you can see glaciers, all the 
mountains are snow capped, huge and the town is 
beautiful. At 5 pm the mountains in between fill up 
with clouds that look like a massive white lake. The 
only way to town is by Gondola, two of them, one 
goes up 5000 feet ,  then switch to the second one 
4,000 ft more to the town. 
We spent the night there, had a wonderful time, 
next day on to France!  This leg of our journey has 
ended, it’s time for Charlie Hamptons story now. 
P.S. The guys wouldn’t let me drive much said I 
drive to fast!  
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Space Available  Adventure, Ohio to Germany 
By Charlie Hampton 
October 23: After spending the night in Murren, 
which in my opinion was one of the best experienc-
es on this trip, we left Murren Switzerland and 
drove through France to get back to Ramstein. We 
stopped at a rest area in Switzerland when we no-
ticed a man trying to get something out of a vend-
ing machine. We communicated with him enough 
to tell that he was Spanish and to tell him the vend-
ing machine was broken. He said thank you and 
headed back to his car and when we walked by his 
car on the way to ours he was explaining to his 4 
kids that the machine was broken so there was no 
snacks to eat. Without a spoken word between the 
three of us we got to our car and started loading up 
snacks that we had, apples, crackers, candy bars 
and took these items to him. He was surprised that 
total strangers would be willing to help him and his 
family. They were very appreciative and thanked us 
many tmes. We noticed at the old border between 
Switzerland and France the customs check points 
were still there although not in use, just one guy 
standing there waving traffic through. While driving 
in France I told Jim and Tom that we needed to eat 
lunch so we could try French cuisine. We decided to 
wait until we were through Strasbourg which is a 
pretty big city and would stop at the next village we 
came to. We exited the highway and entered a 
small village and stopped at the first restaurant we 
saw, the time was 1345. We opened the door to the 
restaurant and a little lady shoved us back outside 
and closed the door, so much for French hospitality. 
We drove a little farther and stopped at another 
restaurant and the man we spoke with said most 
French restaurants areonly open from 1200 – 1400 
for lunch but if we came back at 1600 they would 
serve us dinner. Sorry about your luck we said, we’ll 
be in Germany for dinner. We left the village to get 
back to the highway and continue our journey when 
the GPS navigator directed us into a horse race 
park. We sat in the car and watched a horse race 
since we were there. Side note about European 
horse races, the horses run in a clockwise direction 
not counter clockwise as in the States. This tradition 
was started by a Kentuckian waaaaaay back in the 
day, he didn’t want our racing tradition to be the 
same as Europe so our horses run counter clock-

wise. Gotta love the Independent streak of the early 
American settlers. I asked the guys if they would 
mind if we drove to Panzer Kaserne in Kaiserslauter, 
where I was sta-
tioned in the Army 
so we exited the 
highway at Bad 
Durkheim and went 
the back roads into 
Ktown. We drove 
through Franken-
stein and saw the Frankenstein Castle ruins where 
we would camp way back then in the 1970’s, 
through Hochspeyer where I spent a lot of time be-
cause a friend owned the Gasthaus at the Bahnhof. 
Then we drove onto Panzer Kaserne and I visited 
the building that was my Barracks. The time was 
getting late so we headed to Ramstein which is on 
the other side of Kaiserslautern from Panzer 
Kaserne. We checked into billeting and they gave us 
rooms about one mile from the Passenger Terminal. 

We checked on facebook the flight schedule for the 
next day and there was a C-17 scheduled for Nor-
folk. We drove our rental car back to AFCR rental in 
Ramstein village, had dinner and a couple beers, 
then got a taxi back to our room on Ramstein. Octo-
ber 24: We had a 0800 roll call for the Norfolk flight 
so we called the front desk and the clerk ordered a 
taxi for us to take us to the Pax Terminal and the 
taxi arrived at 0600, we wanted to arrive early at 
the Pax check in desk early.  
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Space Available  Adventure, Ohio to Germany 
Ramstein computers did not have a record of my 
original sign up so I pulled my hard copy of my sign 
up from my pocket and the Airman said that’s ex-
actly what I need, he entered my original sign up 
date and info and I was good to go. That was a les-

son for us, to 
make sure you 
always print a 
hard copy of 
your original 
sign up and 
carry it with 
you because 
sometimes 
the computer 
system will 
lose it. With-
out the hard-
copy I may 
not have 
gotten on the 
flight to Nor-
folk. We 

boarded our plane and settled in for the 9.1/2 flight 
to Norfolk.  

 
October 25: We arrived in Norfolk at about 1530 
and cleared customs. I was one of the last people 
that entered the building for customs and baggage 
claim and noticed a customs window open and no 
one was there so I stopped and handed him my 
passport when I heard a loud voice say; “The line is 
back here SIR!!!” so I turned around and was staring 
at a Navy Seal that was on our flight. I thought, 
Great, the one guy I have to piss off and he’s a Seal. 
After begging for my life he forgave me and allowed 
me to proceed. We entered into the Pax area and 
wondered what our next move would be. We could 
fly home but without a flight reservation the rates 
were about $600 one way. We decided that wasn’t 
a good option. We called a taxi to take us to Enter-
prise rent a car because they had a car for us. The 
car was a Nissan Armada, big sucker, and the one 
way rate to Fairborn Ohio was $375.00. Be advised 
that if you rent a car for a one way trip there is a 
drop off fee of $210.00, and that is with every rent 

car company. We started off on the ride to Fairborn 
about 1745 or so and after a few hours driving we 
decided at 2200 that we were way too tired to 
make the drive to Fairborn that night. We found a 
flea bag hotel somewhere in Virginia or West Virgin-
ia, can’t remember which. This hotel was really ter-
rible and we didn’t get much sleep. October26: We 
were up early anxious to leave this hotel far behind. 
We drove straight to Wright-Patt, dropped Jim at his 
car at long term parking for his drive home and said 
our good-bye to Jim. I followed Tom in the rental 
car to the Enterprise in Fairborn. We turned in the 
car and Tom drove me home to Kentucky before he 
drove to his home. My thoughts about Space-A trav-
el is that it’s well worth the effort. Although travel 
for Category IV retirees is best during the months 
October through April because this is considered 
winter travel months and there are usually seats 
available on most flights because people don’t nor-
mally travel during these months. We saved a lot of 
money not buying airplane tickets. Just to give you 
an idea of cost I spent about $1500 on this 11 day 
excursion. That includes everything; Hotels, Car 
rentals, Food and drink, everything. There are two 
things you must have though when traveling Space-
A, Time and Patience. Here endeth the lesson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Retirements 
MSgt Roxanne Viney – Oct 2019 (No ceremony)
CMSgt Jackie Larrison – Nov 2019 (Ceremony) 
MSgt Brian Childers – Feb 2020 (No ceremony. 
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2020 Reunion 

 

Our 2020 reunion will be held 

at the Hilton Hotel at 7373 

Turfway Road Florence, Ky. 

41042. The dates are August 

14-16, 2020. We have 

changed the number of days 

to 3 instead of 4. Hopefully 

that will be more convenient 

for members as far as cost 

goes. The registration forms 

will be mailed in a Newsletter 

in February next year.  We are 

looking forward to seeing all 

of you there. 

 

 

 

This modern hotel, off Inter-

state 75, is 6 miles from the 

Cincinnati/Northern Ken-

tucky International Airport 

and 10.5 miles from down-

town Cincinnati  

On-site restaurant 

Indoor pool 

Free parking 

Airport shuttle 

Fitness center 

Business center 

 

 

DIRECTIONS FROM THE HOTEL STAFF 

The Hilton Cincinnati Airport Hotel is located at I-75 & 

Turfway Road at Exit #182 in Florence, Kentucky. 

 

Going South on Interstate 75 from Cincinnati 

 

- Take Exit #182, turn right at the traffic light on Houston 

Road, 

- Turn right at the traffic light on Turfway Road 

- Turn right at the traffic light on Steeplechase. 

 

Traveling North on I-75 towards Cincinnati 

- Take Exit #182 

- Turn Left at the traffic light on Turfway Road 

- Turn Left at the next traffic light; Steeplechase. 


